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From The Desk of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as 
good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as 
one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, 
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in 
order that in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen.” 

—] Peter 4:10-11 


Greetings Dear Readers: 


This November, as the Church Of God In Christ reaches yet another election year period, I am 
utterly humbled and grateful for the opportunity to have served as Presiding Bishop for the last 
two terms. What a blessing the ability to serve the Lord’s people on such a level has been to 
my own life, and to the life of my family. 


Never taking for granted all that God has allowed the Church to accomplish within these last 
eight years, I similarly encourage each of you to always be responsible, grateful stewards of the 
gifts and grace that the Lord bestows upon us. By His favor alone are we able to serve and to 
influence others; some planting and watering, but God alone giving the increase and receiving 
the glory. 


I sincerely thank each of you for your continued support of the Church through your loyalty 
to The Whole Truth magazine. It is my sincere prayer that you would always consider this 
communication medium a reliable resource to first edify yourself, and then to share what you 
discover in these pages in order to ultimately edify, influence and encourage others. 


May our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, forever be magnified through the lives of service we 
daily purpose to commit to Him. 
In His Service, 


Ka ZK Bla. 


Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 
Presiding Bishop 

Church of God In Christ, Inc. 
The Seventh In Succession 
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LETTER from the EDITOR 


Thanks to our 


Subscribers for a 
Wonderful Year! 


Dear TWT Readers: 


As we near the end of 2016, we at The Whole Truth would like to thank you for another year 
of enthusiastic support and commitment to our readership. We sincerely appreciate you being 
a part of our audience as we strive to uplift and encourage your spirits by creating fresh and 
relevant content, always with a purpose to both inspire and inform. The TWT team is grateful 
for the opportunity to serve and to positively influence the Lord’s people so that the Word can 
be shared and Christ can be glorified. 


In this edition, we graciously salute our incomparable leader, Presiding Bishop Charles E. 
Blake, Sr., for 8 dedicated years of catapulting the Church Of God In Christ to incredible 
heights, through the finest leadership and business acumen that has prepared the Church to be 
an influential and impactful frontrunner for the critical times in which we live. Because of the 
very fine leadership that Bishop Blake and our distinguished General Board members have 
demonstrated, the Church of God in Christ is a global force for the Kingdom that is pivotal in 
the end-time harvesting of souls. 


As always, we hope to continue inspiring you with some of the great things our church is doing 
with articles such as “Youth On A Mission (YOAM): A Gateway to COGIC Cuba,” as well as a 
piece entitled “The Educational Entities of The Church Of God In Christ,” which lends insight 
into some of the Church’s didactic offerings that may be unfamiliar to you. And if you missed 
the 2016 AIM convention, this issue also includes a very thorough recap and review of the suc- 
cesses of that exciting convention. 


Thanks again for your continued support of TWT this year. We sincerely pray that your fall and 
holiday seasons are filled with God’s goodness, grace and love. 
All The Best, 


April E. Quillen 
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lf we belong to and serve an Almighty God who is able y 
to exceed and over exceed above all that we can ask or ti 
think;'we should be thinking big—activating the a 
Supernatural power of the Holy Ghost within us M 

to live an abundant life in Christ. : 
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f we belong to and serve an almighty 

God who is able to exceed and over 
exceed above all that we can ask or think, 

why think small? Why settle for less than 
what we have been promised by an all-pow- 

erful God who wants to give us the Kingdom 
(Luke 12:32)? Shouldn’t we be thinking big 

thoughts, thus making big requests in accor- 

dance with God’s Word? To think big requires 

. believing nothing is impossible with God, even 

- when conditions are hopeless and environments are 

r. hostile to our Christian faith. Thinking big means 

| thinking outside of the box! It is spiritual perception 

and faith in the power of the Holy Spirit to work in 

ugh us to carry out our Kingdom assign- 

However, the greatness of that power is 

limited by our thought life. For example, 

: ng negative thoughts has the power to pull us 

into a magnetic field of skepticism, but thinking 

_ positive thoughts - that is, God-conscious and 

_ Word-focused thoughts - inspires hope and builds 

confidence. 

As God’s people, we cannot allow our 
thought life to be influenced by the culture. We 
should not become complacent and adapt to a 
worldly system (environment) that is anti-Christ. 
We are in the world but not of the world; therefore, 
our thinking should be selective since every spoken 
word and action begins with a thought. (Refer to 
Philippians 4:8 for selective thinking). 

Author Denis Waitley says, “You are either 
the captive or the captain of your thoughts.” Chris- 
tians who think big refuse to be confined by the 
Status quo. Instead, they activate the supernatural 
power of God that is accessible to us in order to 
accomplish Kingdom purpose for God’s glory. On 
the other hand, small thinking holds us captive in a 
world of impossibility governed by our own nega- 
tive thoughts and fears, caused by what we see in 
the natural. Small thinking forbids us from trying to 
reach our fullest potential and God-given purpose. 
Moreover, small thinking robs us of expectancy, as 
if being held at gunpoint demanding us to give up 
our dreams and abandon our Kingdom assignments. 

A biblical example of what small thinking 
looks like is Abraham’s nephew, Lot (Genesis 


19). He settled in an anti-God environment based 
on physical appearances that looked good from a 
distance. He became complacent in a culture that 
negatively influenced his thought life, his family, — 
and future generations. He settled in a depraved en- 
vironment, and was confined by his small thinking 
mindset. Consequently, he refused to escape to the 
mountains as instructed by the angels. Lot hesitated 
at the opportunity for better and instead, he settled | 
for less. His attachment to the environment, nega- 
tive thinking, fears, and small-mindedness made 
him choose a small place (Zoar) rather than the high 
place (Genesis 19:17-20). 


ULTIMATELY, SMALL THINKING 


KEEPS US FROM: 
e Being all that God intended for us to be. 


e Having all God desires us to have, 
which has already been given to us 
according to 2 Peter 1:3. 


e Doing all that God has assigned to us in 
His Kingdom. 


If we belong to and serve an Almighty God 
who is able to exceed and over exceed above all 
that we can ask or think, we should be thinking 
big—activating the supernatural power of the Holy 
Ghost within us to live an abundant life in Christ. 
We should be all God intended us to be, have all He 
provided for us, and accomplish all that has been 
assigned to us for His praise and glory. We should 
definitely be thinking BIG! 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that works in us, to Him be glory in the 
church by Christ Jesus to all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21 NKJV). 


Queen E. Phillips is a published author, evangelist missionary, 
CWC curriculum writer and ministry leader at Mt. Rose COGIC, 
The City of Refuge, Crosby, TX, under the leadership of Dr. Ron 
Eagleton, senior pastor. Email: queenephillips@gmail.com. This 
article is based on her book, “Thinking BIG,” available in digital 
and paperback at www.amazon.com. Copyright © 2015. 
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ae he By Marion McNair 


called me to 
challenge the 
‘Church to act 
ageressively today, 
to ensure a better tomor- 
row for the Church and 
for the millions who will be 
__ blessed through the work of the 
. . Church. I can clearly see a bet- 
~ ter tomorrow for our churches, our 
: membership, and the communities we 
a serve. To get there, we must immediately 
arness | our collective power and focus it on 
a common goal: Improving the quality of life 
in the ¢ communities we serve. We have no time to 
waste. We can, we must, make the commitment to 
‘ people | with living i in time, without losing our 
us On aes e for es, To 3 end, . am 


Presiding Bish 
Charles Edward Blake, Sr: 


Past, Present and a Visionary Future 
for the Church Of God In Christ 


In 2007, His Eminence, Presiding Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Sr. was appointed as the 
Chief Apostle of the Church Of God In Christ. At the 101st Holy Convocation, he was elected the 
Jifth Presiding Bishop, the seventh leader in succession. With a unanimous decision, he was 
re-elected in 2012 for a second four-year term. Under his integral leadership, the Church Of God 
In Christ is known and respected worldwide. In 2009, President Barack Obama sought 
Bishop Blake to serve on his 25-person White House Advisory Council on Faith-Based 


and Neighborhood Partnerships. 


Recently, The Whole Truth magazine was honored with an interview with the 
Presiding Bishop to highlight the success of the national church under his leadership and 
his greatest accomplishment: the five Urban Initiatives. 


TWIT: Thank you, Bishop 
Blake, for taking time out of your 
busy schedule to interview with The 
Whole Truth magazine. Our first 
question is, do you have a mantra, 
and how does it guide you in your 
personal and ministerial life? 

BISHOP BLAKE: 
I have several Scriptures I feel are 
for me, that I take unto myself and 
apply to my life. There are several 
scriptural thoughts and convictions 
that motivate and enable me. I 
guess the thing foremost in my 
mind is the theme of the Church 
Of God In Christ for this year: 
“Fighting for Salvation and Righ- 
teousness in a Violent and Immoral 
World” (1 Timothy 6:12). I think 
this indicates and articulates where 
I feel the Lord’s will for me and 
for the Church is, at this time. We 


are in a Situation calling for and 
demanding that we be ready to 
fight. Fighting is a level of intensity 
I feel the Lord would have us to 
operate on, and fighting is what 
our enemy is doing. 

I had a friend named 
Henry. When I was a child, Henry 
and I were best friends. We horsed 
around, boxed, and wrestled, did 
all the things that boys do. One 
day, we were play-fighting, and 
Henry started hitting me with all 
of his might. It did not take me 
long to realize Henry was not 
playing anymore. He was fight- 
ing, and if I stayed in this yard or 
was to get out of this predicament, 
I would have to fight too. That 
is what we must understand and 
realize is taking place in our world 
today. We are at a level of a fight. 


The devil is fighting, the forces of 
wickedness are fighting, immoral 
people are literally fighting. The 
terrorists are fighting. I like to say 
that if a terrorist can fight, even 
die, for what he believes in, then 
those of us who serve the Lord 
must be, at least, willing to live for 
what we believe and to fight for 
what we believe in. 

Fight is the level we must 
seek to attain and what we must 
understand we are in. But fight, 
number one, for Salvation. It is 
still God’s call upon us to win 
as many people as we can to the 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and 
we must do it by every method 
and every way we can, with the 
love of Jesus Christ. Apostle Paul 
said, “I have become all things 
to all men so that by all possible 


means I might save some” (1 Cor. 
9:22). That is what I feel the Lord 
would have us do, fight to win the 
world to Jesus Christ. Jesus said, 
“I’ve not come to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be 
saved.” 


It 1s not for us to 
condemn the world. It 
IS for us to fight to win 
men to the love of 
Jesus Christ and to 
(urn men toward 
righteousness. 


Righteous living is the key the 
Lord would extend to us, today, 
for impacting the world. We can 
turn men toward salvation and 
righteousness, toward holy living, 
righteous living, living according 
to the will and plan of God for the 
operation of His kingdom and for 
men who live on the face of the 
earth, under God’s guidance and 
God’s oversight. We are fighting 
for salvation and righteousness in 
a violent world. Half of the young 
black men are killed by other 
black men. 50% of the populations 
of our jails are young black men. 
That has been my revela- 
tion, my word from God, regarding 
this time. I pray about our annual 
themes for our denomination. 
I seek God and seek counsel, and 
I feel the Lord spoke eloquently 
to us, giving us this theme. My 
Scripture, my guide is “Fight the 


good fight of faith, lay hold on 
eternal life” (1Tim. 6:12). This is 
what I felt God wanted me to do 
for myself and for those to whom 

I relate and minister. That has been 
my personal guiding light for this 
year, and I’m sure that whatever 


He gives me next year will be in 
line with that and in accord with 
that direction from God. So I feel 
God has given that to me for our 
church for this year and in many 
ways, we have pursued it. I’m 
hearing from our Evangelism 
Department, Bishop Elijah Han- 
kerson. He’s reported that hundreds, 
thousands of people have accepted 
the Lord in this annual period. 


TWT: COGIC members 
have witnessed many tangible 
changes made under your leader- 
ship, notably, the restoration of the 
Lelia Mason Museum. What are 
some other achievements you have 
accomplished that, perhaps, the 
members are not aware of? 


BISHOP BLAKE: 
I’m most proud of the Urban 
Initiatives program, because it is 
ministry, and it will affect the lives 
of people. It is not about buildings 


or man. It’s about transforming 
the lives of people, and the church 
ministering to its communities. 
The Urban Initiatives program is 
simply five things. Number one, 
it’s mentoring, tutoring, education, 
and training. It is economic devel- 
opment: finding 
jobs, helping 

our people be 
employable, get- 
ting our young 
people ready to 
earn a living. It 

is crime preven- 
tion: working 
with law enforce- 
ment, keeping our 
young people out 
of crime, giving 
these young 
people alterna- 
tives to criminal 
involvement and 
associations. It is 
building the family, strengthening 
the family, with special focus on 
the role of fathers, husbands, and 
young men in our church and our 
community. I think if men become 
strong and are taught the way of 
righteousness, and they stand for 
God, stand with their families, 
they will have a transformational 
impact and effect upon our lives. 
Finally, economic literacy: training 
our people to manage their resourc- 
es and to plan economically for the 
future. These things are not primar- 
ily spiritual, but are the things that 
spiritual people do well. 

People who love God, peo- 
ple who are saved, people who are 
Bible readers, and who are biblical 
in their life foundation, are sound 
in the areas I mentioned. They are 
sound in pursuing education, in 
pursuing economic development, 
working and earning a living, pro- 
viding for their families. They are 
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sound in their living; they are not 
involved in crime. They are not 
doing wrong and hurting people, 
stealing, robbing, and killing. They 
are sound in their families. These 
are characteristics of righteous liv- 
ing and the way righteous people 
conduct themselves. A society that 
is sound in these five areas becomes 
a sound and righteous, solid society. 
If those five things were 
at work in all of the inner cities 
of our nation, and largely partici- 
pated and involved in, our cities 
would be transformed overnight, 
immediately. So, we feel that as 
a church in the community, if we 
are preaching the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, sharing the Word of God, 
and getting people to accept Christ 
and pursue these five areas of 
excellence, then churches will not 
only be serving God, but they will 
be serving their communities. 
A criticism of the church has 
been that it is not doing any good. 
Many people don’t realize that 
half of our young people in the 
inner city don’t even finish high 
school. The unemployment rate is 
sometimes 40 to 50% in the black 
community, because our people 
are not trained, are not employable, 
are not educated. So these five 
initiatives are designed to touch 
each of those areas. Here at West 
Angeles, we have a mentoring, 
tutoring program, where every day 
after school, young people come to 
West Angeles and are prepared and 
taught to succeed in their public 
school involvement and to excel 
and be ready for college. They get 
into college, complete college, and 
find employment after they finish 
their college work, and sometimes 
before. So the Urban Initiatives 
is something I’ve shared for the 
Church Of God In Christ - 12,000 
churches, 5 programs, 60,000 in- 


ner-city programs, affecting the in- 
ner-cities of the United States and 
other nations in which we minister. 
There is no program in full-fledge 
operation that can compare with 
that. Bishop Edwin Bass has done 
an excellent job with that program. 


TWT: As you come to the 
end of your second term as Presid- 
ing Bishop, what would you consider 


~ your greatest accomplishment? 


BISHOP BLAKE: 
The Urban Initiatives represents a 
great accomplishment. I would also 
say that a great accomplishment is 
the level of unity and cooperation 
we have been able to accomplish 
as a team, in terms of the divisions 
and departments of the Church. 
One thing I have convened, and I 
am not aware of any former Presid- 
ing Bishop doing so, is a periodic 
meeting with all of the leaders of 
the departments and divisions of 
the Church Of God In Christ: leader 
of the General Assembly, leader of 
the Board of Bishops, Council of 
Pastors and Elders, General Secre- 
tary, Judiciary, Treasury, Financial 
Secretary, and the International 
Supervisor of Women. 

We sit around the table, the 
leaders of the church, and we work 
out strategies for effective ministry. 
We also deal with any areas of 
confusion or lack of togetherness 
in the life of the church. Those 
times enable us to come together, 
never with an atmosphere of 
competition. There is a level of 
cohesiveness, cooperation, and 
unity that is very significant, very 
important, because we cannot walk 
together unless we agree. 


We cannot really work 
Cogether progressively 
and meaninetully, 
unless we come into 
Oneness and unity. 


That is a significant accomplish- 
ment. Another accomplishment 
was moving to St. Louis after so 
many years in an inadequate envi- 
ronment that Memphis could pro- 
vide, where we were in four places 
trying to have our Sunday morning 
services during the convocation, 
where there were inadequate hotel 
rooms, and people were traveling 
from out of state, every day, just to 
get to the convention. The con- 
vention operated out of a deficit, 
consistently. We have been able to 
eliminate that debt. St. Louis has 
provided ample auditorium space 
and ample hotel space. We have 
been blessed to come to the end of 
each convocation financially in the 
black. That is an accomplishment 
because we could not do that for- 
merly. We had an $800,000 deficit 
when I became the Presiding 
Bishop but paid off that deficit and 
operated in the black that same 
year. We have done so every year 
since then. We had the first financial 
audit the church has ever had. 

The beautification of the Mason 
Campus is another accomplishment. 
We have two buildings that had 
not been used for over 20 years, 
the Lelia Mason building and the 
Lee building. Both have been 
remodeled and are now serving 

a beautiful purpose in the life of 
the Church. Our staff is working 


in those buildings. We have offices 
and facilities there. The campus has 
been transformed by the remodeling 
of those two buildings. 

We are planning to build 
77 new units on the west side 
of Mason Street, going toward 
Crump. The city of Memphis has 
committed 4 million dollars to 
assist us in that project. We break 
ground in March 2017. Memphis 
is building hotels at an unusual 
rate. Our negotiations with Mem- 
phis have brought us to a point 
where we feel Memphis will make 
improvements, and those improve- 
ments may enable them to accom- 
modate the convocation. However, 
they have not yet built an audi- 
torium that can house 20,000 to 
40,000 people. On our Official 
Day, we can approximate 40,000 
people and we need an auditorium 
that can house us. We hope Mem- 
phis will continue to develop their 
facilities, including their assembly 
Space, so they can accommodate us. 


TWT: Do you think about 
your mortality and if so, what leg- 
acy do you wish to leave behind? 


BISHOP BLAKE: 
I’m sure that all of us who are wise 
deal with the fact of our mortality, 
our legacy. I’m a strong believer 
in the verse in the Bible that says, 
“Unto whom much is given, from 
him much will be required” (Luke 
12: 48). I try to be known as one 
who left whatever situation I dealt 
with better off than it was when 
I came into it. I’ve tried to leave 
a good reputation behind. I’ve 
tried to leave a record of service 
behind. I’ve tried to leave a record 
of good leadership behind me. 
The song that says, “If I can help 
somebody as I pass along, If I can 
cheer somebody with a word or a 
song, If I can show some traveler 


that he is traveling wrong, then 
my living has not been in vain.” If 
I can leave that simple testimony 
behind, Ill be happy. 


TWT: You are running for 
a third term as the Presiding 
Bishop. What are your future 
goals and plans to carry COGIC 
into the future in the next four 
years and beyond? 


BISHOP BLAKE; 
I will continue to give my best 
service to the Church. The level of 
the church ministry and the impor- 
tance of the church ministry are 
very important to me. The most 
important thing we do is spiritual 
and moral. We need to raise the 
level of spirituality of our nation 
and turn the hearts of men toward 
God, win as many as we can to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. That is our most 
important mission and ministry. 
A goal is to have ample headquarter 
facilities, providing a setting in 
which we can work, serve, and 
represent the love we have for 
God and His work. 


So we will continue 
(o beautify the Mason 
Campus. I'm excited 
about the ¢/ units we 
Will start building in 
March 2017. We are 
excited about the 
Urban Initiatives. 


We will continue to expand and 
enhance. I’m excited about the 
staff we have been able to build, 
and many of my accomplishments 
and much of my success must 

be attributed to the tremendous 
department heads and leaders who 
stand with me in the leadership 

of the Church: the Department of 
Evangelism, the Department of 
Missions, the convention leader- 
ship, our A.I.M. convention, and 
all the department heads. 

These tremendous leaders 
stand together to help the church 
and my administration succeed. 

I intend to continue enhancing 
the leadership of the Church and 
building the staff of executives 
who enable us to operate excel- 
lently. We’ve spread from 50 odd 
nations to over 80 nations during 
the period of my administration, 
and we intend to continue to 
expand the international outreach 
of the church into many nations, 
where we are not currently active. 
The physical operation of the 
Church and the soundness of our 
financial operations are matters I 
want to enhance and strengthen. 
Finally, I want to see the Church 
Of God In Christ go higher and 
higher. That is my goal and my 
objective. 


TWT: Do you have a final 
word for the church? 


BISHOP BLAKE; 
Isaiah 54:2, “Enlarge the place of 
your tent. Stretch forth the curtains 
of your habitations, lengthen the 
cords, strengthen your stakes. You 
shall break forth on the right, on 
the left, and your seed shall inherit 
nations and make desolate cities 
inhabited.” 


=—— Isaiah 543 
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EXPERIENCE 


16 years as a member of the General 
Board of the Church of God in Christ 


31 years as the Jurisdictional Prelate of 
Southern California Second 


54 years as Pastor of St. Stephen's 
Cathedral Church of God in Christ 


) years in ministry 


‘EDUCATION 


Ph.D. Theology 
California Graduate School of 
Theology; Glendale, CA 


D.D. Honorary Degree 


Geneva me slle ege; Beaver Falls, PA 


NOV 
M.A. T heo logy 


School of Theology; Oberlin, OH 


mo 


logy, Magma Cum Laude 
University of Arkansas Pine Bluff; Pine 
Bluff, AR 


ea 


- 5 Sons who are all Elders 
- Married to Barbara J. Warren Mckinney 


- Alliance for Marriage 
- Bethel Seminary (Advisory) 


SERVICE TO THE _ : 
ECUMENICAL COMMUNITY 


- Evangelicals for Social Action 
- Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 

- Mason Seminary and 
Interdenominational Theology Center 


- Morris Cerullo World Evangelism 

- National Black Evangelical Association 
- Noah’s Internet, Inc. (Advisory) 

- Pentecostal World Conferences 

- Vanguard University 


REPRESENTED THE NATIONAL. 
CHURCH INTERNATIONALLY 


- First African American/African Summit in 
Abidjan Ivory Coast, 1991 


- Religious Alliance Against Pornography, 
Manila, Philippines 


- The World Pentecostal Conference 2005 
Johannesburg, South Africa 


- The World Pentecostal Conference 2007 
Surabaya, Indonesia 


~ Haiti 2013, Dedecation of Orphanage and 
Medical Facility 


A Conversation with 


bishop,Vincent Mathews 


“Bishop Vincent Mathews, Jr. has a heart for missions. His desire to reach those men and 
women in the countries around the globe where the Church Of God In Christ is located, and beyond, 
will continue our church’s long tradition of empowering people to transform 
their communities.” — Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


Bishop Vincent Mathews 
was destined for missions from 
his early childhood. Like a beacon 
that watches in the night, the Holy 
Spirit guided him in his teenage 
years and throughout his college 
life, until he surrendered to the call 
on his life, which was confirmed 
by his devoted wife, Lady Sharon 
Mathews. Lady Mathews, a nurse 
from Crowder, Mississippi, moved 
to Detroit for work and took care 
of Bishop Mathews’ uncle. Soon 
after, Bishop and Lady Mathews 
married and are the blessed par- 
ents of eleven biological children 
(two were born in Africa) and a 
host of many spiritual children. 

At the age of 27, Bishop C. 
L. Anderson appointed Mathews 
as the Jurisdictional Missions 
President. Much later, he became 
the jurisdictional bishop of South 
Africa and in February 2015, after 
the retirement of Bishop Carlis 
Moody, Sr., Chief Apostle Presiding 
Bishop Charles, E. Blake appointed 
him Missions President. 

The Whole Truth magazine 


—Bishop Vincent Mathews 


recently interviewed Bishop 
Vincent Mathews to highlight the 
success of the national church and 
the Urban Initiatives under the 
leadership of the Presiding Bishop 
Charles E. Blake. 


TWIT: Bishop Mathews, 
thank you for taking the time to 
have this interview with The Whole 
Truth magazine. How has Presiding 
Bishop Charles E. Blake influenced 
the Missions Department? 


how much Bishop Blake has influ- 
enced the Missions Department. 
He is the Missionary in Chief of 
the Church Of God In Christ. He 
has been doing missions going all 
the way back to his many decades 
in ministry. He leads by example. 
He has a heart for Africa, as we 
saw in the Save Africa’s Children 
Foundation. He is able to conform 
to any situation. Let me give you an 
example. My church is in a squat- 
ters’ camp; literally no running 
water, no electricity, raw sewage 
running down the street. The ladies 
cooked for him. He sat down and 
for an hour and a half, he ate, talked 
to people, walked around the 
campus, and went to areas where 
many people from South Africa 
are afraid to go. 

His vision to literally change 
and have an impact on the world is 
unparalleled. There is no Presiding 
Bishop that has traveled the world 
half as much as Presiding Bishop 
Charles E. Blake. There is no 


Presiding Bishop, ever, that has 
the recognition around the world 
that Bishop Charles Blake has. In 
fact, one of the reasons why it is 
so easy for me to advance in other 
countries is when I tell them that 
my leader - my spiritual father and 
the apostolic leader of my church 
- is Bishop Charles Blake, people 
are just enamored. 

When you have a leader 
who is really genuinely excited 
about impacting the world, touching 
orphans and building up people, it’s 
invaluable. It becomes infectious. 
He’s making our denomination 
think missionally as a whole - to 
think about the most important thing 
to the heart of Christ, which is the 
Great Commission. Bishop Blake is 
always looking for ways to advance 
the Kingdom and for that reason, 
and many others, he is the greatest 
Presiding Bishop we have ever had. 


TWT: This past September, 
under Presiding Bishop Blake’s 
leadership, COGIC held its first 
International Conference in Israel 
with an outreach and fellowship to 
COGIC's five new Israeli Ethiopi- 
an churches. Our founder, the late 
Bishop Charles Harrison Mason, 
visited Israel, prior to its 1948 
establishment, when it was still 
referred to as “Palestine.” Briefly 
give an overview of the Missions 
Department involvement nation- 
ally and internationally. 

BISHOP MATHEWS: 
Israel is one of the new nations 
that we are in and the beautiful 
thing about that is Jerusalem is the 
beginning. A lot of the Middle 
East is opening up to the Church 
Of God In Christ. So we will be 
doing a lot of traveling to and 
through the Middle East. We are 
actually targeting a couple of areas 
of the world. Part of it is the 10/40 


window - the 10th parallel, going 
up to the 40th parallel, which 
includes North Africa, the Middle 
East and Asia - where Christianity 
is less than 2%. In many of these 
areas, it is illegal to share the gos- 
pel. We have really been targeting 
those dark areas with the Gospel. 

Now, an interesting thing 
is that in much of the Middle East 
there are Muslims who are having 
dreams about a man with holes in 
his hands that are saying he can 
help them. Well, we know who 
that Man is. These Muslims have 
never read the Bible or heard the 
Gospel. So we are able to speak 
out, just like Apostle Paul did in 
Acts 17, when he preached to the 
people and said, “I see you worship 
unknown Gods. I’m going to tell 
you about an unknown God.” And 
he told them about Christ, who 
supersedes all other Gods. 

The exciting thing is that 
there is a real revival that is hap- 
pening literally around the world. 
People are hungry, starving for 
real, relevant truth. The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ provides that in a 
holistic way. Whether in America 
or around the world, the Lord is 
pricking the hearts of people. 


TWT: Presiding Bishop 

Blake always quotes: “I see you in 
the future and you look much better 
than you do right now.” Looking 
into the future, what are the goals 
of the Missions Department? 

BISHOP MATHEWS: 
We changed the name from Home 
and Foreign Missions Department 
to World Missions Department. I 
got Bishop Blake’s permission to do 
that formally. Our goal is that every 
church is missions-orientated in 
their approach; that they are not just 
looking within their four walls, but 
are reaching out in some way. Going 


to the prison is missions. Going to 
skid row is missions. Sharing the 
love of Christ is missions. 

One thing we are doing our 
due diligence on is our micro-loan 
program. Elder Charles Blake, II, 
is the leader on this in our Missions 
Department. He oversees that 
program. We’re raising money, 
where we can help people around 
the world to start small businesses 
and become self-sufficient. Mother 
King is the Supervisor in India. 

In that area, women work in the 
fields for a dollar a day, and are 
usually sexually abused and all 
kinds of things. Mother King has 
a school where women learned 
how to sew and how to tailor and 
make custom clothes. When they 
finish the course they are given 

a sewing machine to start their 
business. Women like that need 

a boost. So if a woman needs to 
buy materials or other things, they 
can get an interest-free loan from 
the church, maybe $400.00, which 
is a lot of money when you were 
making a dollar a day. She can pay 
that money back, maybe at $5.00 
a month or something like that. 
We take that same money and loan 
it to someone else to help them. 
We will be doing the micro-loan 
program around the world for the 
saints in our churches. 

Another thing is that we 
are in 82 countries. There are 195 
countries in the world, and our 
goal is to have the Church Of God 
In Christ in all of them. 


TWT: Thank you for interviewing 
with TWT. Do you have a final 
word about the Presiding Bishop’s 
leadership? 


BISHOP MATHEWS: 
Our Bishop is phenomenal. There 
are a lot of misconceptions about 
the Church Of God In Christ. The 
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people who look at the Church Of 
God In Christ in the worst way 

are the Church Of God In Christ 
folks. There is an implied nepotism; 
you have to be the son of a bishop, 
a tenth generation somebody in 
the COGIC or you can’t rise. 
Otherwise, you have to give big 
offerings. Well, I am none of the 
above. Our Presiding Bishop, we 
know he is led by God because 

he picked somebody like me and 
said, “I believe God has called you 
to do this work.” People need to 
be encouraged to know that when 
we have a magnanimous leader 
like Bishop Blake, who doesn’t 
fall into nepotism, cronyism or all 
those other things, your gift will 
make room for you when you have 
righteous men at the top. 

And I think that is very 
important to note. To many people, 
Iam a no-name guy. Remember, I 
was on the back side of the wilder- 
ness (South Africa). Now I’m back 
here, sitting in Mason Temple 
Headquarters, speaking to you, 
because our Bishop prayed and 
asked God who would be the right 
person. He had an election coming 
up. I have no political clout to 
bring to him. I don’t have anybody 
to bring. He could have made a 
political decision because the 
Missions Department appointment 
in 2015 was very close to 2016 
elections. 

Any other person who 
was a politician would have said, 
‘Well, let me pick this guy because 
he can do this or that for me to 
make sure I’m re-elected.’ But 
Bishop Blake didn’t do that. He 
picked who he felt God was call- 
ing and I believe God will honor 
him for that. And I believe that if 
we emulate that example, God will 
bless us also. 
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A Conversation with 


ah Hankerson il 


angelism Department 


“One of the purposes of the Church Of God In Christ 
is to evangelize the world.” 
— Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


“The vision of evangelism and soul winning does work! Believe 
God to make an impact, in the area of Evangelism, in YOUR 
city! Isaiah 54:2-3 says, “Enlarge the place of your tent, And let 
them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings; Do not spare; 
Lengthen your cords, And strengthen your stakes. For you shall 
expand to the right and to the left, And your descendants will 
inherit the nations...” 

— Bishop Elijah Hankerson III 


Surrounded by attractive 
residential homes stands a mag- 
nificent edifice with an intricate, 
soaring steeple, to remind those 
who enter the doors of the church 
to keep their eyes focused on 
God. Inside its walls, you will 
find fervent preaching by its 
founder and pastor, the Bishop 
Elijah Hankerson III, President of 
the International Department of 
Evangelism. Bishop Hankerson is 
a staunch believer in Mark 16:15: 
“And he said to them, Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” The church motto 
is: “Changing the World, One Life 
at a Time!” 

Bishop Hankerson holds 
a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the Evangel University, a Master 
of Arts from Assemblies of God 
Theological Seminary, and a 
Doctorate of Divinity from the 
Academy of Theology. He is a 
fourth generation Church Of God 
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In Christ member. He is married to 


his lovely wife, Evangelist Rachel 
L. Hankerson, “Lady Hanks,” as 
she is affectionately called. They 
have three children, who are the 
Sth generation of the Church Of 
God In Christ. 


The Whole Truth magazine 
recently interviewed Bishop Elijah 
Hankerson to highlight the success 


of the national church and the 


Urban Initiatives under the leader- 


ship of Presiding Bishop Charles 
E. Blake. 


TWT: How has Presiding 


Bishop Charles E. Blake influenced 


the Evangelism Department? 
BISHOP 
HANKERSON: When the 


convocation first came to St. Louis, 
I had a radio program. Every year, 


I would have Bishop Blake as a 


guest on the program. We called it 


a “Convocation Update.” I asked 


him to give a word of advice to 
young preachers. He would always 
go to Isaiah 54, where it talks 
about strengthening your stakes, 
lengthening your cords, because 
you will break out on the right 

and on the left and you will inherit 
nations. 

If you listen to every one 
of Bishop Blake’s messages 
intently, there is a constant stream 
of thought in each message, and 
that is: Go beyond the limits, see 
what God will do, lengthen your 
cords, and see yourself in the 
future. He was constantly instilling 
that in me and the listening au- 
dience as we wyjhould hear him 
through the years. That affected 
me, personally, when it comes to 
evangelism. So the philosophy of 
Bishop Blake is to lengthen your 
cords, strengthen your stakes, 
and enlarge your territory. So, his 
philosophy of, “I see you in the 
future” and another message he 
preaches, “Test the Limits” - if 
you put into practice what he is 
teaching, it works, just liked it 
happened at West Angeles. 

Whatever sphere of au- 
thority or sphere of work God has 
given a person in the kingdom, if 
we follow those principles, it will 
work anywhere. Now, not every- 
one is going to pastor 25 thousand 
members; everyone will not have 
exactly what Bishop Blake has, 
but whatever your sphere of influ- 
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ence is, it can flourish, following 
the same principles he has taught. 
That is the outgrowth of evange- 
lism, because the next wave of 
evangelism is church planting. 
The Church Of God In 
Christ will acquire churches of 
like faith. Of course, the churches 
would have to be properly vetted 
according to the doctrines of the 
Church Of God In Christ and 
the rules of the Assembly. This 
is nothing new, because this is 
how Bishop Mason established a 
church. As you recall, in Alabama, 
Riley F. Williams, one of the origi- 
nal bishops of the Church Of God 
In Christ, ministered to a group 
that wasn’t COGIC, and seventy 
congregations came in because 
of that meeting between Bishop 
Williams and that organization. 
Bishop Mason went to the Baptist 
Academy in Arkansas. He needed 
a leader for the Women’s Depart- 
ment and found Lizzie Woods. She 
received the Holy Ghost and came 
into the Church Of God In Christ. 
That is one of the ways we really 
flourish. I believe God will do the 
same thing under Bishop Blake’s 
leadership. Following his principle 
in St. Louis, we are seeing an 
influx of people coming into the 
Church Of God In Christ. 


TWT: Briefly describe 
how the Evangelism Department 
is synergistically connected to the 
COGIC Urban Initiative. 


BISHOP 
HANKERSON: The Urban 


Initiatives program is very impor- 
tant to evangelism because after 
we get the person saved, now he 
may need a job. We had a case 

in Washington, D.C. about two 
months ago. We were there in the 
D.C. Jurisdiction, witnessing in 
one of the most notorious neigh- 
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borhoods called Berry Farm, a 
housing complex. A crusade was 
taking place on the other side of 
town. Bishop Cole and the evan- 
gelism team went to Berry Farm, 
but didn’t expect anyone from 
that area to come to the crusade 
because it was so far away. As the 
team went out, they came upon a 
gentleman that got out of prison 
that week. He said, “I don’t want 
to go back to that lifestyle, but 
it’s so hard to find a job out here 
because I have my record.” 

He was determined to go 
to church that night, so he caught 
the train. When he got closer to 
the crusade area, he called one of 
the team members and they picked 
him up. He got saved that night. 
The team was able to get him a job 
and later, he got a better job. That 
is Evangelism and Urban Initiatives 
working together. Another com- 
ponent of the Urban Initiatives is 
family enhancement. Now, he will 
make a better husband and father. 
The financial literacy program of 
the Urban Initiatives is met because 
he has an income. Also, that is 
crime prevention because you have 
a gentleman that left prison and 
will not go back into the system. 


TWT: Presiding Bishop 
Blake always quotes: “I see you in 
the future, and you look much better 
than you do right now.” Looking 
into the future, what are the goals 
of the Evangelism Department? 


BISHOP 
HANKERSON: One of the 


ministries in the Evangelism De- 
partment is the Rapid Response 
Ministry. What we are seeking to 
instill in our evangelistic team is 
wherever there is a natural disaster 
around the world, wherever there 
is a man-made disaster, a terrorist 
attack, police brutality, a protest, or 


whatever, we must be present in the 
middle of those crises and share the 
gospel. 

We implemented that a few 
years ago at the Michael Brown 
incident, in Ferguson, Missouri. 

The Church Of God In Christ 
Evangelism Department was right 
there from day one, witnessing 

and spreading the gospel. We were 
ridiculed and talked about. Various 
factions were present, criminals were 
there. Black Lives Matters was there. 
Al-Qaeda was there and terrorists 
were there. The Black Panthers were 
there trying to start things up again. 
Everybody was there to push their 
agenda, including the media. 

The protest started on 
Saturday, the day Michael Brown 
was shot. I’m vice president of 
the St. Louis Clergy Coalition. 
It’s a coalition of St. Louis black 
pastors from different denomina- 
tions. They had a rally that Sunday 
afternoon. I couldn’t make it to 
the rally. That rally was supposed 
to be a prayer vigil. The preachers 
came for the prayer vigil, prayed, 
and left. The crowd heckled them 
saying. “The preachers came, and 
now they’re gone.” That same 
Sunday night, they burned down 
the gas station. Everything broke 
loose in the community. 

On Tuesday, I was trying 
to figure out what to do when I 
got a call from Lady Wooten, 
Bishop Wooten’s wife who is on 
the Evangelism team. She stated 
the Lord had given her an idea. 
Lady Wooten said, “Let’s take the 
revival to the streets.” She said, 
“Let’s get a flatbed truck, put 
chairs on it; we’ll have bottles of 
water and put tracts on it and a 
trailer with a live band. We’ll take 
it to Ground Zero and have revival 

on the streets.” I got the Presiding 
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Bishop’s approval. The saints ridi- 
culed us, saying we didn’t need to 
go down there, because it was too 
dangerous. We found some praying 
saints and loaded up what we now 
are calling the tractor trailer, the 
“Glory Train.” 

Cars could not drive within 
two blocks in any direction to 
Ground Zero, but the police allowed 
us to drive down to Ground Zero. 
Thousands of people were there. 
We drove up with all of this loud 
music, with tambourines, guitars 
playing and drums beating. 

People ran out of their houses. 
Protestors left the area where they 
were heckling the police and gath- 
ered around the Glory Train. They 
danced in the street to the song, 
“Every Praise is to Our God.” 
Lady Wooten said, “Now, it’s time 
to preach,” and she handed me the 
mic. I preached a gospel message 
in about four or five minutes. We 
gave an altar call and about 150 
people that day gave their life to 
Christ. We came back a few more 
times with the Glory Train. 

Whenever there is a crisis, 

a disaster, or need, the Church Of 
God In Christ is there offering as- 
sistance because we know Christ is 
the answer and it is an opportunity 
to evangelize. Our Evangelism team 
was there in Cleveland, when the 
12-year-old child, Tamar Rice, was 
killed. We were there at that incident 
in Oakland, California. We were 
there in Dallas when the five officers 
were killed. We had an Evangelism 
team staffed in Florida for the Pulse 
Night Club incident where 49 people 
lost their lives and over thirty people 
came to Christ. That is our job be- 
Cause at those moments, people are 
most open to receiving the Gospel. 
No one else has the answer, but we 
know Christ is the answer. 

Another goal we are working 


on is the international phase of 
evangelism. We are heavily in- 
volved in a lot of areas, like 
Brazil, the Philippines, India, 
Israel, and Africa. We will not be 
satisfied until we have shared the 
gospel of Christ to every nation. 


TWT: Thank you for in- 
terviewing with TWT. Do you have 
a final word about the Presiding 
Bishop Blake’s leadership? 


BISHOP 
HANKERSON: The first 


thing that comes to mind about 
him is that he is an expert soul 
winner. He is a tremendous pastor. 
He is a tremendous bishop. He is a 
tremendous boss. He is a tremen- 
dous business leader. All principles 
we have talked about in this 
interview, he has exemplified. He 
shows interest in people. He does 
not belittle people. If you’re not on 
his level, he has the ability to show 
you how you can get on the same 
level as him. He’s not going to do 
it for you, but he will show you 
how it’s done. 

He has a concern for 
people suffering. We had a tornado 
in St. Louis. Late one night, I get a 
call from Bishop to find out about 
our needs. This past year, my 
treasury of the Evangelism Depart- 
ment lost his daughter. This was 
the second death he and his wife 
experienced in a short amount of 
time. Bishop is busy from sun up 
to sun down, but he took the time 
to call my treasury, just to encour- 
age him. That is very important 
for soul-winning. You have to be 
concerned about souls. 

A few years ago, 2013, 

I was running a revival at West 
Angeles. We went out in the 
community to witness. One of 
the places we went was called 
the Jungle. Our evangelist, Lois 


Moore, who deals with a lot of gang 
members, witnessed two gang 
members standing outside the 
building. They showed her respect 
and listened to her. Not only did 
they listen to her, they got a ride 
to church that night. That night, 
the Lord moved. The young men 
went to the altar and fell out on the 
floor under the power of the Holy 
Ghost. When they got up, they were 
speaking in tongues. The person 
praying over them was Bishop 
Blake. He was working the altar. 

This is what people need 
to know. They see the business 
man. They see the bishop. They 
see him as the pastor of thousands 
of members. They see the movie 
stars, who come to his church, 
but the Church Of God In Christ 
is an old-fashioned, southern, 
down home, Holiness Pentecostal 
church. So what I would like for 
people to see and realize is that, 
aside from all of the education, 
aside from all of his accomplish- 
ments and all of the refinery, we 
have a sanctified, Holy Ghost- 
filled, Pentecostal Presiding Bish- 
op. I’ve sat next to him often in 
worship service. He’s sitting there 
speaking in tongues and worship- 
ping and magnifying God. He’s 
not just sitting there while worship 
is going on. No, he’s worshipping. 
He’s participating. 

I believe he is the man for 
this time and this season and if we 
can tap into what God is saying 
through him, we can experience 
the blessings of God. 
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“COGIC Urban Initiatives 
is the vision of Presiding Bishop 
Charles E. Blake, birthed out of 
his deep concern about poor aca- 
demic achievement, financial dis- 
enfranchisement, high unemploy- 
ment, soaring crime levels, the 
desperate state of the black man 
and the breakdown of the family 
that plagues our cities, small and 
large, urban and rural.” — Bishop 
Edwin C. Bass 


Bishop Edwin Bass, the 
Chief Operating officer (COO) for 
the Church Of God In Christ, is 
the president of the COGIC Urban 
Initiatives program. A native of 
western Pennsylvania, he was born 
the 8th of 10 children to the late 
Bishop Joseph E. Bass, Sr. and 
the late Missionary Mary V. Bass. 
Bishop Bass’ pedigree is historical 
in the Church Of God In Christ, as 
his family has served the ministry 
for decades. He is the founder and 
pastor of The Empowered Church 
COGIC in St. Louis. 

The Whole Truth Magazine 
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small and large, urban and rural.” 


— Bishop Edwin Bass 


recently interviewed Bishop Edwin 
Bass to highlight the success of the 
national church and the COGIC 
Urban Initiatives under Presiding 
Bishop Blake’s leadership. 


TWT: Bishop Bass, thank 
you for interviewing with The 
Whole Truth magazine. You have 
recently been appointed as the 
Chief Operating Officer of the 
COGIC. Briefly describe what the 


job entails. 
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Presiding Bishop Blac iS iH 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 

of the Church Of God In Christ. 
Ultimately, the success, direction, 
and the executive leadership of 
the Church Of God In Christ is his 
responsibility. The Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) works for the 
Presiding Bishop and manages 
the day to day operations of the 
church. So, I view my responsibil- 
ity, first, making sure I execute 
the will of the Presiding Bishop 
and, that I execute it as he would. 
We all know he is a very gracious 


man. He’s a man who does things 
in a very professional way. So 

I’m tasked with the responsibility 
of executing his will in a similar 
manner, to be gracious and profes- 
sional. 


TWT: How has Presiding 
Bishop Charles E. Blake influ- 
enced your ministry? 


Profoundly. Bishop Sues is an 
exceptional person. I admire 

him, not only for the success 

he has had, but I am even more 
impressed by how he’s handled 
success. When I compare him to 
many people, success has changed 
them, sometimes, not in a positive 
way. I continue to be amazed at 
how he handles incredible success 
with dignity. I’ve watched him 
treat the lowest level person with 
the same dignity he would treat 
the President of the United States. 


He and his wife, and I speak of her 


also, are such hospitable people. 
They consciously reach out to 
people and spend an enormous 
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amount of time and effort making 
everyone who comes into their 
sphere of influence feel significant 
and important. I continue to be 
impressed by that. 

In terms of how he has 
affected my ministry, I’ve learned 
a lot, just by watching him. There 
are things I’ve done in my local 
ministry that are a direct result 
from what I’ve learned from him. 
He is a motivational 
person, and if you hang 
around him, you can’t 
help but become motivated. 
There is something about 
him I really can’t define. 
He exudes success and if 
you hang around him, you 
will be successful too. 


TWT: Briefly 
describe COGIC Urban 
Initiatives program and | 
how the public can benefit } 
Jrom it. 


BISHOP 


BASS: America has 

a huge problem in the 
inner-city and all over 
the country. There is a 
sense of despair because 
people face some criti- 
cal problems for which 
there have been no suc- 
cessful solutions—such as 
unemployment, inferior 
education, soaring crime, and the 
unfairness of the criminal justice- 
decisions for African-Americans. 
The family unit has deteriorated. 
The African-American male has 
suffered tremendously in a harsh 
and racist society. There’s also an 
issue around the ability of people 
of color to build wealth and have 


access to wealth, to know what to 
do with money. So Bishop Blake, 
wanting to address those issues, 
came up with, I believe was by 
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divine inspiration, the idea of 
Urban Initiatives that would 
address five key areas. 

The first area would be 
education. As a necessity or pre- 
cursor to any success, you have 
to have a quality education. So 
one of our focuses is ensuring 
our young people have access to 
a quality education. The second 
area is economic development or 


job creation. You can be educated 
and have a job or, you can be 
uneducated and be unemployed or 
under-employed. A good paying 
job is necessary to have a success- 
ful life in this country. The third 
area is crime. It addresses how we 
can keep our young people from 
ending up in a life of crime and 
how we can assist people who 
have been convicted of crimes 

to be allowed to come back into 


society and be productive citizens. 
The fourth area is strength- 
ening the family, with an emphasis 
on the African-American male. 
The reason I’m successful is 
because of my parents. My family 
life was very positive. Growing 
up, I had a very positive envi- 
ronment to come home to. I had 
strong, supporting parents, who 
were encouraging, but also cor- 


Bishop Edwin C. Bass with Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. and Evangelist Missionary 
Paula C. Hearn, Executive Vice President COGIC Urban Initiatives 


recting. They pushed and mandated 
that I go to school and have a 
sense of personal dignity. A lot of 
the problem goes back to the loss 
of the family structure. A lot of 
children grow up on their own or 
without a father in the home. The 
challenge to succeed is made more 
difficult when raised in a single 
parent household. 

The fifth and final one is 
financial literacy. That is how to 
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earn, how to spend, how to save, 
and how to invest money wisely. 
Many cultures teach that to their 
children, but as a culture, we have 
not been acculturated to do that. 
So we use several financial literacy 
programs that offer children a 
chance to learn about money and 
what to do with money. One 
program is called Operation Hope. 
We work with them, and we offer 
programming through our local 
churches, conferences and con- 
vocation. 


TWT: How supportive are 
the COGIC pastors in bringing 
COGIC Urban Initiatives to their 
churches? 


BISHOP BASS: 
Many churches are getting 
involved. So far, we have over 
1,000 churches certified. Other 
churches are not certified, but are 
involved in some aspect. The 
advantage for churches to be 
involved in the Urban Initiative 
program is, number one, they 
impact the lives of people in their 
community. The other thing is it 
is a great church growth strategy. 
The churches that grow are the 
churches that meet the needs of 
people, and COGIC Urban Initia- 
tives really meets the needs of 
people. Finally, it gives the church 
a conduit to use those who are 
members of the church in a con- 
structive way. People stay at a 
church where they are involved, 
more than a church where they 
are not involved. COGIC Urban 
Initiatives is a wonderful outlet to 
involve the church congregation in 
community service. 


TWT: As COO of COGIC, 
you have met with many mayors, 
governors, community activists, 
and other civic leaders. How 
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receptive and cooperative are they 


in supporting the COGIC Urban 
Initiatives? 

BISHOP BASS: 
When President Obama made a 
video presentation during our 
convocation a few years ago, he 
mentioned COGIC Urban Initia- 
tives. I’ve been involved with all 
areas of government, and they are 
heavily invested in the concept of 
COGIC Urban Initiatives. Several 
have our certification manual on 
their desk. They use us as an 
example to other denominations 
of how the church can affect 
communities. I’ve participated on 
several White House panels. The 
President had a meeting with Civil 
Rights leaders; he asked me to 
come in and represent our point of 
view of social justice. 

Another panel, just com- 
pleted, was held at the Pastor’s 
Conference at Hampton University. 
The White House asked me to 
serve on their panel. Additionally, 
I’ve had the chance to be in meet- 
ings with President Obama several 
times and to make a presentation 
on some aspect of COGIC Urban 
Initiatives. 


TWIT: Presiding Bishop 
Blake always quotes: “I see you 
in the future and you look much 
better than you do right now.” 
Looking into the future, what are 
the goals of the COGIC Urban 
Initiative? 

BISHOP BASS: 
The goal is to improve the quality 
of life in the cities where we have 
churches. That means higher 
rates of education, higher rates of 
employment, lower rates of crime, 
stronger families, and higher 
levels of individual and family 
wealth because we’ ve learned 
how to manage money effectively. 


Also, to get every church certified 
which means they are offering at 
least one program in each of the 
five categories. With our 12,000 
churches that will total 60,000 life 
impacting programs 


TWT: Thank you for 
interviewing with The Whole Truth 
Magazine. Do you have a final word 
about Bishop Blake’s leadership? 


BISHOP BASS: 
Yes, I have a final word, and I 
appreciate the opportunity to 
share it. Anybody can see, in his 
tenure as the Presiding Bishop, he 
has changed the trajectory of the 
Church Of God In Christ. He’s 
brought in accountability. He’s 
brought in more forward thinking. 
He’s a visionary. He has developed 
talent, and I think those are all 
wonderful things. I think it is criti- 
cal that Bishop Blake be re-elected 
to another term because the vision 
God has given him is not fully 
completed. I know he needs the 
time to implement all of the things 
God has put in his spirit to do. In 
November, I’m hoping the church 
will encourage him by reelecting 
him in an extraordinary, over- 
whelming way, thus giving him a 
mandate that will enable him to 
go forward and put in place all the 
things God has given him to do to 
make this church an even greater 
church. TWT 


To learn more about our Presiding 
Bishop, COGIC Urban Initiatives, 
Missions & Evangelism Depart- 

ments, please visit www.cogic.org. 


Marion McNair is an Evangelist-Missionary 
at West Angeles COGIC (Los Angeles, 
CA) where she sings in the Mass Choir 
She also teaches Biblical Studies at the 
Lynwood Women’s Correctional Facilities. 
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Re-Elect! 


"An In-Touch 
Incumbent" 
SPIRITUALLY 


Developing local church pastors and 
multi-generational lay leaders. 


FINANCIALLY 


Upholding the highest principles of accountability, 
compliance and fiscal integrity; restoring honor 
and trust to leadership across the brotherhood. 


STRUCTURALLY 

Promoting the spirit of unity, purpose and global 
progress amongst the local church, district, 
jurisdictional and national Church. 


CONSTITUTIONALLY 


Affirming the integrity of our constitution, the 
visionary leadership of our Presiding Bishop and 
the five-star synergy of the General Board. 


PROGRAMMATICALLY 


Promoting Jesus’ example of making people the 
central focus of every program. 
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Who Makes Us better 


By Elder lyrone ous 


I was first exposed to the 
ministry of Bishop Charles Blake, 
Sr. in 1990 upon returning home 
from college in D.C. My father 
had joined West Angeles Church 
in 1986 and encouraged me to visit. 
In October of 1992, I was saved 
and joined West Angeles Church. 
What became obvious to me was 
that Bishop Blake preached the 
kind of sermons that pierced to my 
very core. It was as if he had fol- 
lowed me home and God gave him 
a window into my personal life. 

Bishop is one of the most 
dedicated men I have ever met. 
He sacrifices much of his personal 
time for the sake of ministry. He 
drove the same car for 18 years 
because he made a commitment to 
his church that he would not buy 
a new car until the West Angeles 
Cathedral was built. He kept that 
commitment. On more than one 
occasion, he mortgaged his home 
for the sake of supporting West 
Angeles. 

I have gained a great deal 
of respect for his incredible work 
ethic. As a member of his church 
and a member of his national 
Church Of God In Christ staff for 
nearly 6 years, I have seen him 
work tirelessly and relentlessly 
at all levels: pastor, jurisdictional 


bishop, General Board member 
and as Presiding Bishop. He’s 
preached through pain, sickness, 
voice challenges and even major 
surgery. He travels constantly 

on behalf of the Church, both 
nationally and internationally. 
His selflessness is humbling and 
amazing to experience. Bishop 
Blake outworks men half his age. 
To watch him in action is to see 
the grace of God personified; it is 
truly humbling. 

Bishop is extremely re- 
sourceful. He had the foresight to 
make the chairman of our Deacon 
Board head of the Men’s Ministry 
nearly three decades ago and the 
results have been tremendous. 
With Bishop Blake at the helm, 
West Angeles obtained the larg- 
est loan ever granted a church by 
any bank at that time. Thanks to 
his astute stewardship, we fully 
anticipate paying off the church’s 
mortgage within the next three 
years. 

Well respected within the 
community, Bishop Blake founded 
our Community Development 
Corporation (CDC), which now 
provides housing for hundreds 
of seniors and other Angelinos 
through several development proj- 
ects. Bishop Blake is a community 


activist who has received far 
too many awards to enumerate, 
including the honor of Los An- 
geles naming a city corner after 
him (Bishop Blake Square). 
West Angeles CDC owns the 
lot on the corner, with 99 Cent 
Store and Union Bank among 
the tenants. Bishop was also 
invited to President Obama’s 
Inaguration and sat with the 
President for an hour in the 
Oval Office. 

Bishop is a proud father 
and great example of a father. 
Due in part to his godly example, 
both of his sons were inspired 
to follow his footsteps in min- 
istry serving as assistant pastor 
(Charles II) and youth pastor 
(Lawrence) at West Angeles. 
His daughter, Kimberly, has 
worked for him as his execu- 
tive assistant in the church, as 
well as his daughters-in-law. 
His impact as a father doesn’t 
stop with his immediate fam- 
ily. He is a spiritual father to 
all within COGIC and to many 
outside of our denomination, 
worldwide. 

Bishop Blake is a fear- 
less man of great faith. After 
Serving as assistant pastor in 
San Diego, CA for his father 
for 3 years, he was assigned 
to West Angeles. On occasion, 
he shares that his introduction 
as pastor to the approximately 
50-member West Angeles on 
the second Sunday in January 
1969, was not well received. 
Many members left the church. 
In those early days, he had to 
contend with a lawsuit and 
threats of violence. He had 
a budget of $12,000 (which 
included his salary). But he 


didn’t let any of these challenges 
stop him from pursuing his purpose. 
He didn’t have it all figured out, 
but he knew that the Lord had 
placed him at West Angeles. He 
wasn’t going to let anything or 
anyone deter him from fulfilling 
the will of God. 

I met my wife at West An- 
geles. I can’t imagine what my life 
would be like had Bishop Blake 
not stayed the course. Countless 
others most certainly have similar 
testimonies of 
how his min- 
istry has left 
an indelible 
mark on their 
lives. He is a 
visionary who 
follows God 
wholeheart- 
edly. When 
others were 
leaving the 
Crenshaw 
corridor, 
Bishop Blake 
began to 
purchase 
property on 
Crenshaw 
Blvd. After 
preaching 4—6 
services ever 
Sunday for a number of years, he 
was convinced that God wanted 
him to build a larger sanctuary to 
accommodate thousands. Decades 
later, West Angeles now sits at the 
very crossroads where two metro 
train lines intersect (neither of 
which existed in 2001 when the 
Cathedral was completed), just a 
few miles from several movie stu- 
dios. Hollywood’s finest couldn’t 
have dreamt up such a story line 
- but God! 
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Despite the great authority 
and influence he wields, Bishop is 
the most gracious man I have ever 
had the pleasure of knowing. He is 
extremely patient and unflappable 
in every situation. He operates at 
the highest level of professionalism, 
even when others don’t. His 
compassion and care for people 
is unparalleled. He took time out 
of his intense schedule to write 
the forward to the first book my 
wife, Rachelle, and I co-wrote in 


2000. He was also kind enough to 
perform my father’s home-going 
service in February 2016. 

Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
Sr. has a true shepherd’s heart. 
Although he is blessed with 
thousands in his congregation, he 
recognizes his members wherever 
he goes. Once, while my wife and 
I were on the road in ministry, 
Bishop was preaching in Hatties- 
burg, MS. We were sitting near the 
front of the auditorium. Out of an 


audience of hundreds of people he 
recognized us from the podium. 

It is said that great people 
are such because they make the 
people around them better. I can 
honestly say, with no equivocation, 
that I am a better man, a better 
husband and a better Christian 
because of the example set by 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. 


Elder Tyrone Potts is a Certified Public 
Account, the Chief Financial Officer of 


COGIC and co-author of the Bible-based 
personal finance book series entitled, 


“Escape From Debtors Prison." In his 
spare time, he travels the nation teach- 
ing financial workshops for churches and 
other community groups. 


Bishop Charles #. Blake, Sr 


Incredible Role Model & Mentor 


By Uleses C. Fiencersan, 5 


Growing up, there were few men that I admired more than my father, 
Elder Uleses Henderson, Sr., and my grandfather, the late Pastor Roosevelt Earl Tuggle, Sr. 
But there would be another: a slim preacher by the name of 
Bishop Charles Edward Blake, Sr. 


I remember that even as a 
young boy, I was drawn to the ministry 
of Bishop Blake. I remember many 
of his sermons at the old temple on 
Central, and his Official Day mes- 
sages at the Shrine Auditorium in 
Los Angeles. Bishop Blake was and 
still is my favorite preacher. How- 
ever, growing up in a small, family, 
COGIC church, I never imagined at- 
tending a church with a congregation 
larger than 100 members. Eventually, 
God led me to West Angeles to be 
nurtured under the dynamic spiritual 
leadership of Bishop Blake. It was 
truly providential. Joining West 
Angeles has been a life-changing 
experience because I met my wife 
at West Angeles and since joining, my personal life, 
professional career, and ministry have flourished and 
grown. 

When I first joined West Angeles, Bishop 
Blake had no clue who I was. But one day I received 
a call from his office asking if I could assist him with 
a legal matter. From that point, and for whatever rea- 
son, Bishop Blake has taken me under his wings and 
has mentored me. He has been a consummate spiritual 
father, mentor and friend. Few people have impacted 
my life more than Bishop Blake. 

Bishop Blake is a great husband and father. 

I see how he treats and cares for Lady Mae, his 
children and grandchildren. Bishop Blake is a man 
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of great integrity, wisdom, precision 
and skill. He takes the high-road and 
chooses not to take shortcuts. Bishop 
Blake is a tactician, he’s observant 
and has taught me many things, not 
only in ministry, but also in life. 
Bishop Blake is also fun to be around. 
He’s witty and likes to tell jokes. 

It has been a blessing to work 
with and learn from Bishop Blake. 
He is such a commanding figure, yet 
I stand in amazement at his humil- 
ity. Great leaders don’t take respect, 
they earn it, and Bishop Blake has 
earned my respect! 

Bishop exhibits the type of 
leadership that the Church Of God 
In Christ needs to take our Church 
to the next level. Although everyone may not agree 
with his decisions, he earnestly makes decisions 
that he truly believes are in the best interest of the 
Church...and I respect that. 

In sum, I just want Bishop Blake to know 
how much I respect and love him. He has been 
an incredible role model and mentor. Thank you, 
Bishop Blake, for investing your time and wisdom 
into my life. Iam a better man because I know you. 


God forever bless you and Lady Mae. 
Your Spiritual Son, 


Uleses C. Henderson, Jr. 
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« A man of incredible faith 

« A visionary leader with proven results 

« A humble spirit with a heart and 
a voice for God's people 

*- A pioneer with exceptional 
organization and administration 

* A resourceful and educated 
innovator with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree from Tuskegee 
University and Honorary Doctorate 
from Canon Bible College 

* A devoted family man with a wife 
of 38 years, 2 daughters, 1son and 
6 grandchildren 


* | will never do anything to put my soul in jeopardy 
* | will always fear God more so than man 
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TRUST CHRIS MARTIN FOR TRUSTEE! 


SERVANT LEADERSHIP 
¢ PASTOR/FOUNDER OF CATHEDRAL OF FAITH COGIC 
* CURRENT ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO BISHOP J. DREW SHEARD 
¢ SUPERINTENDENT OF THE FAITH DISTRICT 
¢ FORMER JURISDICTIONAL YOUTH PRESIDENT 
¢ FORMER JURISDICTIONAL EVANGELISM PRESIDENT 
¢ 3RD GENERATION SON OF COGIC 


SECULAR EXPERIENCE 
¢ UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN B.A. 
¢ ELECTED OFFICIAL IN FLINT, MI FOR 8 YEARS 
¢ MANAGED A $250,000,O00 BUDGET 
* MANAGED 3,000 EMPLOYEES AND 5O PROPERTIES 
m° UNION CONTRACT NEGOTIATOR 


EXPERIENCE you CAN TRUST TO SERVE OUR CHURCH! 
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Youth On A Mission 


Cuba Is 


ot, not just in temperature 
but in international interest. 
President Barak Obama visited 
the Caribbean island this past 
March, bringing renewed interest 
to the culture cut off by the U.S. 
embargo for over 50 years. 

This small island, only 90 
miles from the tip of Florida, is 
worlds away from the culture and 
standard of living we are accus- 
tomed to in the United States. 
While Fidel Castro overthrew the 
government in the late 1950s, 
all capitalistic business ventures 


By Dr. Astead N. Herndon 


were ousted. But God was yet 
faithful to the Church Of God In 
Christ (COGIC). Established in 
the early 1950s, the Church Of 
God In Christ in Cuba grew to 
over 80 churches that are serving 
in the country today! This is a 
testament of God’s faithfulness 
because as a communist country, 
freedom of speech and religion 
are typically banned. 

According to Bishop Carlis 
Moody, Sr., Bishop Fidler and 
Ramos Mena (who spoke fluent 
Spanish), helped organize COGIC 
churches in Cuba in the 1950s, 
prior to the reign of Castro. De- 


spite the tremendous change in 
power, COGIC churches flour- 
ished under the indigenous lead- 
ership of the late Bishop Garcia. 
Currently, his daughter, Mother 
Rosa Maday Garcia (the Su- 
pervisor of Women for Cuba) 
and Bishop Mesa, carry the 
torch—spreading the Gospel 
and expanding the Church 

Of God In Christ. Twenty five 
silent years passed between 
Castro’s revolution and the 
reconnection of Cuban COGIC 
churches to the COGIC head- 
quarters in Memphis, TN. In 
1980, Bishop Carlis Moody, 


Sr. was informed that COGIC 
churches existed in Cuba. He 
immediately took a charter flight, 
along with Bishop P.A. Brooks, 
Bishop Norman Quick and Elder 
Foster, and reunited them. In an 
emotional reunion, the leaders 
of Cuba shared photos, original 
documents, and even a picture of 
Bishop Charles Harrison Mason 
that was preserved in a napkin. 
In this powerful reconnection, 
the American COGIC delegation 
taught the COGIC anthems “This 
is the Church Of God In Christ” 
and “Yes, Lord” (translated “Si, 
Senor’) that Cuban churches 
proudly sing to this day! 

In 2010, | had the privilege 
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and pleasure to travel to Cuba 
with the COGIC “Youth on A 
Mission” (YOAM) team under 
the direction of Dr. June and 
Chuck Rivers. YOAM is one of 
the greatest outreach programs 
and represents one of the best 
ministries of the church. Having 
been established in 1979 by 
Bishop Carlis Moody, Sr., YOAM 
is designed to expose young 
people to other cultures around 
the world, while reinforcing 
international COGIC churches 
with human and economic re- 
sources. With COGIC churches 
in 82 countries worldwide, 2-3 
teams of COGIC Missions work- 
ers, comprised of 15-45 people, 


travel each summer for two 
weeks in July to various parts 

of the world, encouraging and 
strengthening churches, winning 
souls, and making a positive 
impact for Christ. 

The leaders of our 
COGIC Cuban churches are 
well respected by the Cuban 
government officials because 
they preach the Gospel and not 
politics. Recently, the Cuban 
government gifted our Cuban 
churches with 70 acres of land. 
This land, owned by the Church 
Of God In Christ of Cuba, has 
allowed for crops to be grown 
and sold in markets. In 2010, 
| left Cuba inspired to one day 


return with my church, Hallelujah 
Temple in Park Forest, IL, and 
also committed to sponsoring 
young people to participate in 
the YOAM ministry. 

On July 1, 2016, | leda 
small group of eight to visit some 
of the Cuban churches. We vis- 
ited a farm (given to the church 
by the government), rode on a 
tractor purchased by the COGIC 
Missions Department, pulled 
weeds on the land, helped build 
a church, visited local churches, 
and sponsored a two-day Vaca- 
tion Bible School in which over 
70 children attended each day. 
We had multiple church services 
where the power of the Holy 


Spirit moved mightily, saving 
souls with over 50 people who 
confessed Christ and repented of 
their sins. The new president 

of COGIC World Missions, Bishop 
Vincent Matthews, has a vision 
to expand and impact our in- 
ternational churches through 
YOAM. 

While Cuba may be the 
homeland of my mother, it is this 
mighty work of God that ignites 
and inspires me. Let us pray for 
our churches worldwide. Let us 
sponsor young people so their 
lives can be enriched by YOAM. 
Let us rejoice that for more than 
50 years, limited communication, 
access to resources and an em- 


bargo with the U.S., the Church 
Of God In Christ has thrived in 
Cuba. TWT 


BONUS VIDEO of 
Cuba mission trip! 
https://drive.google.com/open?id 
=0B4dhZXWcGu0hdXNaalRGY 
XpPckU 

Digital Version Only 


Dr. Astead N. Herndon is pastor of 
Hallelujah Temple in Park Forest, IL. 
He serves as Executive Administrative 
Assistant to Bishop Ocie Booker (First 
Jurisdiction Illinois), with an under- 
graduate degree from Northwestern 
University and Masters and Doctorate 
degrees from McCormick Theological 
Seminary. 
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General Board Candidacy Platform Election 2016 


I. Reaffirming Holiness and Sanctification 
* Holiness must be the underlying and guiding 
principle that governs our organizational policies, 
operations and relationships 
* The foundational doctrine of Pentecostalism, 
Holiness and Sanctification must be reaffirmed 


II. Promoting Organizational Efficiency 
& Fiscal Accountability 

* Unity in the Executive Branch 

* Unify with the Presiding Bishop's vision and 
encourage support at all levels to promote the 
leaders program. 

* Continuity of Vision [20 year plan] 

* Organize National Disaster/Crisis First Responders 

* Consolidation of National Calendar 

* Program from National Departments for 
Jurisdictional and Local Departmental Ministry 

* Standard Protocol for Jurisdictional Operation 

* National Registration at the jurisdictional level 


III. Supporting The Local Church 

* Church Extension : 

* To enhance existing and emerging churches by 
securing resources and assistance to further ministries 
through internal and external partnerships with 
local, state and national entities. 


* Church Planting 
[10,000 New Churches World Wide] 
* Develop a clear vision to plant churches through 
evangelistic efforts in the national church by 
establishing funds for land acquisitions with the 
goal of a COGIC church in every city and 
community 
* Each district plant one church 
* Each church plant one church 


IV. Pastoral Care oe 

* Advocate i insurance and long te term disability 

programs for pastors and their spouses 

* Advocate retirement oe and succe ssio 
planning for pastor 

: Create 1 more defined s stru cued practica trai 


* 100+ Church Diocese 
* Monthly Ministry Meeting 
* Church Extension Program 
* Local Church Legal Code Compliance 

1) Articles of Incorporation 

2) 501(c)3 

3) Insurance 
° 19 Districts - 
* Standardized Protocol for aoe Op eration 
* District Parity : 
* Denominational Ordination Pro 
* New Pastor’s Orientation Classe : 
* C.H. Nelson Urban Ministry Institute 
- N.H. Henderson Scholarship Progr 
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you knew that every day 16,000 children were dying from preventable causes? Yes, as 
many folks as may attend a basketball game in your local arena — that’s the number of young kids who still 
perish daily for reasons normally unheard of here in the U.S., such as a lack of nutrition, clean water or 
medical supplies. 


On behalf of my lovely wife, Doris, and beautiful daughter, Faithe, and COGIC, | am more than enthused to 
serve as the point person for our distinctive partnership with the U.S. Fund for UNICEF, an organization with 
the sole mission of saving and protecting children around the world. Over the last couple of years, we have 
worked together as a team, raising over $150,000 to help stop Ebola from ravaging communities and to 
provide desks to kids in Africa so that they could rise up and learn. Although organizations like COGIC and 
black churches have been in places like Africa and the Caribbean since the early 1900's to assist where 
needed, it is the likes of UNICEF that have made a significant difference, saving millions of children’s lives in 
these places and across the globe. 


In no way can we accept the tragic news that so many children are still dying, especially in light of the fact 
that many of them look like you and me. As Dr. King said, the time is now. Our community must step up to 
address this crisis. Therefore, please join my family and me in promoting simple, low-cost interventions to 
save young lives in all corners of the world. 


Call 877-486-4233 and/or go to wwWJOINUNICEF.org and become a monthly donor for only $10 a month. 


yy yours truly, 


Bishop LDA, Puoaks 
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@ 4" Generation COGIC 
@ Member of the National Board of 
‘Trustees of the Church of God In Christ 
@ Vice Chairman - Capital Asset Committee 
National Board Of Trustees Church Of 
God In Christ 
@ Chairman of the CE. Blake Legacy 
Conference 
@ Vice Chair of the International AIM 
Conference 
e@ Founder of “The Emmanuel Experience” 
‘Television Ministry 
thairman of the GET Empowered 
unity Development Corporation 


of the J. W. Macklin Visionary 


Hampton Roads “25 Most 
aders” by Blessed Magazine 
State of Virginia Citizen of the 
oalition of Justice for Civil 


of dollars in funding for 
nd corporations across the 
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NATIONAL BOARD OF TRUSTE 
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HOLY REDEEMER INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


"THERE IS NOTHING TOO HARD. 
- BISHOP SEDGWICK DANIELS 


GENERAL BOARD MEMBER/ESTABLISHMENTARIAN 


a THE INSTITUTE FOR THE 
RESERVATION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN 
MUSIC AND FINE ARTS 


as 
CH OF GopING, 


AND THEY SHALL BUILD THE OLD WASTES, THEY SHALL RAISE UP THE FORMER 
DESOLATIONS, AND THEY SHALL REPAIR THE WASTE CITIES, THE DESOLATIONS 
OF MANY GENERATIONS. - ISAIAH 61:4 


WWWIPAMA.ORG 


By june C. Rivers, PhD 
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Many years ago 

I attended a joint Missions and Evangelism 
luncheon event during a Church Of God In 
Christ convention, perhaps it was UNAC. 

The keynote speaker for,this event was Bishop 
Charles.E. Blake, See who was a jurisdictional 
bishop at the time. Following the message, 
Dr. Oliver Haney, the master,of ceremonies, 
began to prophesy that the Lord had a place 

at the top of Christendom for the Church of 
God in Christ, reaching the world for Christ. 
However, certain conditions had to be met. 
During the event, there was such an anointing 
in the room that every person in attendance 
was staggering around, touched by the Spirit, 
as all rejoiced and praised the Lord. From 
time to time, when significant events take 
place in COGIC, the thought comes to mind 

— “Is God putting another piece in place for us 
to reach the top?” 


On Thursday, September 8, 2016, 
Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. wag one of the 
keynote convention speakers at the 24th 
Pentecostal World Conference (PWC) in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil. The theme of this convention 
was “Pentecost, Flame Alive.” Bishop Blake 
preached “Workers Together With Christ,” from 
II Corinthians 6:1 and Matthew 25:19. His 
interpreter was Pastor Eneas Francisco, one 
of the COGIC Brazilian pastors. This was the 
first time Pentecostal leaders from around the 
globe gathered in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Those who 
attended were there to get in line with what 
the Holy Spirit is doing all over the world, to 
receive powerful revelations and impartation 
from some of the most powerful speakers today, 
and to interact and fellowship with leaders from 
around the world. Pastors and leaders were 


challenged and equipped for a fresh outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit to continue ministry world- 
wide. 


The Pentecostal World Fellowship (PWF) 
is a cooperative body of Pentecostal churches and 
groups, worldwide, of approved standing. “It is not 
a legislative body to any national entity but rather, a 
coalition of commitment for the furtherance of the 
Gospel to the ends of the world.” Its purpose is to 
“unite and mobilize the global Spirit-filled family in 
completing the Great Commission of Jesus Christ.” 
Triennially, the Pentecostal World Fellowship orga- 
nizes the Pentecostal World Conference for Pente- 
costal and Spirit-filled leaders. pen Sea 
It was in May 1947 that Swiss _ 
pastor, Leonard Steiner, assisted 
by David J. du Plessis, J. Roswell 
Flower and Donald Gee, organized 
a conference for Pentecostal 
leaders. Three thousand people 
attended the first conference. In 
1961, this celebrative gathering 
was Officially named the Pente- 
costal World Conference (PWC). 
Bishop Blake was voted to 
be an executive council member 
of the Pentecostal World Fellow- 
ship (PWF) during the convention 
held September 7-14, 2014. The 
honor of such an appointment is 
that Dr. Young Hoon Lee, pastor 
of the largest church in the world, 
was also voted to the Executive 
Council at the conference. Tens 
of thousands from Pentecostal 
churches around the world con- 
verged on Sao Paulo to commemorate the “60 Years 
of Celebration of the Pentecostal Family.” 


“T count it an honor and a blessing to serve on 
the Executive Council of the Pentecostal World Fel- 
lowship. God has grown the organization over the 
past 60 years, and I look forward to assisting in the 
upcoming initiatives of the Pentecostal World Fel- 
lowship,” said Bishop Blake. 

The objectives of the Pentecostal World Fel- 
lowship are: 


- TO PROMOTE AND CONNECT Spirit- 


filled leaders - shapers of communities and nations. 


- TO SPEAK to governments and nations when 
and where social justice and religious rights are com- 
promised and/or violated for the sake of the Gospel. 
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- TO FOSTER WORLD MISSIONS AND 
TO SUPPORT humanitarian efforts and where 
possible, to provide relief aid. 


- TO PROMOTE AND ENCOURAGE 


regional and continental alliances amongst Spirit- 
filled networks. 


- TO SERVE as a cooperative fellowship for 
Pentecostal theological institutions to promote the 
development of education and leadership training. 


- TO CHANGE the global contour of Christianity 
by emphasizing coordinated, worldwide prayer. 


- TO ORGANIZE a triennial celebration (Pente- 
costal World Conference) that will gather the global 
Spirit-filled family to advance the mission and pur- 
poses of the Pentecostal World Fellowship. 


Bishop Carlis L. Moody, Sr., President 
Emeritus of World Missions, was elected in 1976 as 
a member of the Advisory Committee of the Pen- 
tecostal World Conference, a position in which he 
served for more than 27 years. The most significant 


fact about this opportunity to serve the PWC is that 
Bishop Blake is the only member of our denomina- 
tion to speak at this convention since Bishop Charles 
Harrison Mason spoke in 1952 when the convention 
was held in London, England. 

The impetus for Pentecostalism in the United 
States was the Azusa Street Revival in Los Angeles 


headed by William J. Seymour, an African American. 


In March 1907, Elder Charles Harrison Mason, the 
founder of the Church of God In Christ, went to 


Azusa seeking the outpouring of the Holy Ghost 
and received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with the 
evidence of speaking in tongues. “When I opened 
my mouth to say glory, a flame touched my tongue 
which ran down in me. My language changed and 
no word could I speak in my own tongue. Oh, I was 
filled with the glory of the Lord. My soul was then 
satisfied.”' Five weeks later, Bishop Mason returned 
to Memphis, Tennessee spreading the news of the 
Acts1:8, 2:4 experiences. The fire had already began 
to fall from the stories shared by Brother Glenn 
Cook from the Azusa Street Revival. Bishop Mason 
went all over the south preaching both to blacks and 
whites. 

The Pentecostal message spread globally 
through the Apostolic Faith newspaper and the 
veteran missionaries sent out by Brother Seymour. 


“Seymour and his followers were well aware of the 
pre- and proto-Pentecostal revivals in Sweden (1841- 
43), Ireland (1859), Australia (1901), Keswick, Eng- 
land (1902), Sweden (1903), Wales (1904), Mukti, 
India (1905), and elsewhere that created a receptive 
environment for their own Pentecostal message, 
which served as a kind of finishing theology.” ? 
Those in attendance at the Pentecostal World 
Conference representing the Church Of God In 
Christ to support Bishop Blake were Bishop Phillip 
A. Brooks, First Assistant Pre- 
siding Bishop; Bishop Vincent 
Mathews, President of World 
Missions; Pastor Eneas Francisco 
and Pastor Nate’ M. Jefferson. 

In accordance with Dr. Haney’s 
prophecy, Bishop Charles E. 
Blake, Sr. may be a key factor 
in COGIC’s rise to the top. In 
his role as a member of the PWF 
Executive Council, our Church 
certainly has an opportunity to 
impart years of experience as a 
Pentecostal denomination. Ex- 
panding our presence globally, 
with churches now in 82 countries 
under the leadership of Bishop 
Vincent Mathews, may be yet 
another factor in the rise of 
COGIC. 

But ultimately, in order 
to take our place at the top, we 
must embrace the foundational 
legacies of Bishop Charles Harrison Mason by con- 
secrating ourselves through fasting and praying at 
every level of the church, both in leadership and laity, 
committing to “Go into the everywhere” and uphold 
the legacy of our founder. TWT 


| Mason, Mary. The History and Life Work of Bishop C. J. Mason. 
Recompiled in 1924; Reprinted in 1987, page 30. 


2 Espinosa, Gaston, William J. Seymour and the Origins of Global 
Pentecostalism: A Biography and Documentary History. Duke 
University Press: Durham and London, 2014, page 72. 


June C. Rivers, Ph.D., is a retired educator who serves as Director 
of Youth on a Mission (YOAM), Department of World Missions, 
Church Of God In Christ. 
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"Bishop PA. ks: Pastor and Founder - One million dollars original cost 
Burned mortgage 3.5 ee after purchase. 
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National In vol vement. 


E LELIA MASON PROJECT 


Bishop Brooks is the lead fundraiser and manager for the preservation and transformation of Lelia Mason Hall 
into the Lelia Mason Hall and Heritage Museum, a vision of Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake. This structure 

was built in 1934 to honor the wife of Church Of God In Christ founder Bishop Charles Harrison Mason to rec- 
ognize her role as wife and ministry partner to her husband. It is also a tribute to all First Ladies of COGIC. 


The facility includes a historical repository for archives and memorabilia in honor of Bishop Mason and early 
pioneers of the Church Of God In Christ who laid the foundation for this global ministry. 


The fundraising effort goes on. As interior renovations continue, COGIC asks for the pledged support of 
everyone who wishes to contribute to this historic and worthy legacy. Send to: Lelia Mason, 938 Mason Street, 
Memphis, TN 38126, Attn. Financial Secretary’s Office. View the list of General Board Member contribute on 
the following page. 


_ Various views of the renovation. 
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www.nemichigan.org | www.nspt.org 


66 THEVWHOLETRUTH 


(SED NARS SIS ESHad Masel 


SHAN mi el sea AN nailer anions sea 


“LISTING OF GENERAL BOARD CONTRIBUTOR: 
TO THE LELIA MASON HERITAGE MUSEUM 


(All paid contributors will be inscribed within the museum) 


“PRESIDING BISHOP CHARLES E. BLAKE $105,000.00 = BISHOP BRANDON PORTER $12,000.00. 
BISHOP PHILLIP A. BROOKS $76,000.00 BISHOP J. DREW SHEARD $10,500.00 
BISHOP JERRY MACKLIN $12,000.00 BISHOP.GEORGE MCKINNEY $3,000.00: 
BISHOP FRANK O. WHITE $12,000.00 BISHOP LAWRENCE WOOTEN _-. $3,250.00 
" BISHOP.SEGWICK DANIELS $5,000.00 © ~—: BISHOP JOHN H. SHEARD $10,000.00 
BISHOP,TED THOMAS | $27,000.00 BISHOP NATHANIEL WELLS $1,000.00. 
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NEW ST. PAUL TABERNACLE & 
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT CENTER 
NEW ST. PAUL TABERNACLE | 
HEAD START AGENCY, INC. | 


Cistids tribute [ 
for P.A. Brooks 
set for Jan. 31 


Mildred Gaddis, queen | 
of Detroit talk radio and | 
host of “Inside Detroit | 


with Mildred Gaddis” 


on AM1200, Bankole | 
editor of | 
the Michigan Chronicle, | 


Thompson, 


and Rev 


aS ~¥s 4 

q Bertram — 
i Marks of | 
First Com- | 
munity?) 

Baptist) 

Churchy 

are host- | 

L see ing an | 
Bishop P.A. at ent - ca 
o cele- & 

Pi bration in | 
recognition of the many ;|_ 
contributions of the | 


dean of the faith commu- 
nity in Detroit, Bishop 
P.A. Brooks, First As- 
sistant Presiding Bishop 
of the Church of God in 
Christ. The event will 
take place Jan. 31, 6 
p.m., at the Roostertail, 
100 Marquette, Detroit, 
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NEW ST. PAUL TABERNACLE HEAD START AGENCY, INC. 


(0-5 Grantee) 
15362 Southfield Drive, Detroit, MI 48223: 
Ph: 313-835-4400 | F: 313-835-4422 


A model Head Start Agency recognized as the best run 1 Head Start 


In Metropolitan Detroit. It is a grantee ape assisting 


under-privileged pre-school chi 


Featuring: 


dren. 


Father-Child Academic Development Activities” 
¢ Relationship / Communication Training 

¢ Workforce Skills Training 

¢ Retreats and Field Trips 


AFFILIATED CENTERS 


BIBLEWAY CENTER | 
16431 Plymouth Rd. 
Detroit, MI 48227 
313-659-0142 


BIBLEWAY CENTER II 
16401 Plymouth Rd. 
Detroit, MI 48227 
313-272-2048 


CITADEL CENTER 
14595 Heyden 
Detroit, MI 48223 
343-533- 3947 


THIRD NEW HOPE CENTER 
12850 Plymouth Rd. 

Detroit, MI 48227 

313- 931- 1834 


ST. MATTHEW CENTER 
13500 Wyoming 
Detroit, MI 48238 — 

9: 


PHYLLIS CHILD CARE CENTER 
20000 W. Chicago 

Detroit, MI 48228 
313-270-4920 


TOT TOWN 

8950 Greenfield 
Detroit, MI 48228 
313-838-8200 


NEW WEST SIDE CENTRAL CENTER 
19840 West Chicago 

Detroit, MI 48228 

313-836-4330 


METROPOLITAN CENTER 
13400 Schaefer Rd. 
Detroit, MI 48227 
313-493-0279 
EDUCATION ANNEX 
313-653-0057 — 


313-653-0058 
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COGIC SOCIAL SERVICES OF MICHIGAN 
Bishop Brooks is the founder and CEO of this agency that 
serves senoir citizens health and wellbeing, the disabled, 
first-time homebuyers, expungement of non-violent 
criminal records, and career networking among 

other services to the local community in conjuncti 

with the COGIC Urban Initiative. _ . r 


Ns) ) SOCIAL SERVICES el sp ab ug 
1 MICHIGAN 


FREE aot SEMINAR* 


ee nuyer’s / ee Ownership Forum 


* Owning Your Own Home 
®; + Budgeting 
4 ° Available Lender Programs 
* Home Renovation and Repairs 
+ Home Heating Credit 
+ Weatherization 
* DTE Shut-Off Protection 


* MUST REGISTER IN ADVANCE NO LATER THAN JUNE 23, 2016 
To pre-register, please contact COGIC Social Services of Michigan, 313-398-2238 
or 2d uyour name, address and paene number to cogicssm@gmail.com 
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Presented in partnership with: | U-SNAP- BAC ¥ DTE Energy 


Sponsored by (Al Huntington 


Welcome: 


www.nemichigan.org 
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FREE OF CHARGE! 
New St. Paul Tabernacle Church Of God In Christ 


15340 Southfield Drive | Detroit, MI 48223 
In Middlebrooks Hall 


DRESS RESS FOR SUCCESS « BRING RESUMES 
POSSIBLE ON-SITE INTERVIEWS 
Companies invited to attend represent the following industries: 
COMMUNICATION - FINANCIAL - HEALTHCARE - RETAIL - SECURITY - EDUCATION 
COGIC Social Servicesof Michigan 
15350 Southfield Drive, Detroit, Ml 482¢3 
313 398-2238 | Email: i Saat esemiegna bean 
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Comm unit ‘Leader 


MICHIGAN CHRONICLE 


© COMM 


— thichiganchronicle.com——<————— 


Michigan Chronicle 2013 New. 


courageous leader, dean of faith community 


ournding pastor « f : a. ait] Tabernacle Church of Bishop Brooks’ words and influence have 
God tn Christ m Detroit. Bish OPA evoke iSarative touched many, earning him respect ag we 
of Chicago. Mlinois and —— , as key invitations, including serving as guest 
fourth generation agent tof 4 — Chaplain of the 102nd Congress. He also 
oh God y, a penned the foreword to Michigan Chronicle 

the Church woe in Chr iz senior editor Bankole Thompson's second 
(COGIC). A promiunets ‘bus vi 77. book on the Obama presidency, titled “Obama 
nessman, activist -_ com ie YJ bt F and Christian Loyalty,” which deals with the 
munity leader. Bishop Brooks [ec president's faith. Black theology, politics 
nomic de- | EWEN AW gious right and role of faith in national 

isa com . ECAR ATM: GF ill laa aaa elections. 
TH ar ¢: hucation 3 $3) 

velop me i : “Bishop P.A. Brooks is a force for good. De- 

: : i a ig a f crest anirtt t dent h Po ©; é 8 1S % c food, De 
tiatives, But. abowe all «ise, cea iS @ Mia Gf great Spit: Prive eres troit is fortunate to have an elder statesman 
who has rendered a lifetime of devoted service to the f like him,” Thompson said. 


munity and to the ministry of the church 


Bishop P.A. Brooks (third from right) with 

other civic leaders at the dedication of Detroit's 
People Mover Transit System. Second from 

left; billionaire Max Fisher, Mayor Coleman A 
Young, singer Orthea Barnes, Bishop Brooks, 
Congressman George Crockett and Council 
President Erma Henderson. 
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An internationally recognized religious and 
civic leader, Bishop Brooks has been the ju- 
risdictional prelate of the First Jurisdiction 
of Michigan since 1975, overseeing more than 
06 ehurches that make up the jurisdiction. 
tle was appointed first assistant presiding 
bishop of COGIC by Charles br. Blake, the pre- 
siding blahop, COGIC remains the largest Afri- 
can American Christian denomination in 
country with a membership of 6.5 million, with 
international branches across several conti- 
nents, 


A leader charged to spread God’s word to the 
inasses, Bishop Brooks was the first among 
his peers on the General Board to establish a 
presence for his local church and jurisdiction 
on the Worldwide Web. He was among the first 
to broadcast his Sunday morning worship ser- 
vices Via the Internet in a live webcast every 
Sunday morning. : 


Bishop Brooks established the March of 
Faith Telecast and Radio Ministry which has 
ministered to millions across the nation in 
their homes, hospital rooms and behind prison 
bars for nearly three decades. He can be heard 
daily on Detroit's WXEL 1340 AM and seen 
Sunday mornings on WKBD-CW, broadcasting 
the “March of Faith” television and radio pro- 
grams respectively. 


“I have been privileged to serve as a local 
pastor for over 50 years, the national church 
for nearly 40 years and as a jurisdictional 
bishop for more than three decades. In this ca- 
pacity, my focus has been to preserve and pro- 
tect the purity of our holiness faith,” Bishop 
Brooks said. “It is the single greatest respon- 

_ sibility to the body of the Church of God in 

_ Christ. Throughout my entire tenure of service 

| to our church, at all levels, I have endeavored 
_ to be an example of consistent loyalty, depend- 
ability and excellence.” 


UNITED STATES FUND 


children first. 


#lamStoppingEbola 


72. THEWHOLETRUTH 


ADVERTISE ME NI 


SERVED AS INTERIM BISHOP 


Bishop Brooks has served as interim bishop in over 25 states for 
jurisdictions pending episcopal appointments. _ 


THE 2016 INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S CONVENTION & CRUSADE 


Bishop Brooks hosted the Women’s Convention in Detroit, Michigan: 


KEYNOTE SPEAKER AT PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

In 2016, Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. had to attend to urgent 
business during a time when he was invited to speak at Princeton 
University. Bishop Blake called upon First Assistant Presiding 

Bishop P.A. Brooks to fulfill the obligation in his absence. 


__ JOURNEY TO ISRAEL 
/in 2015, Bishop Brooks was assigned by Presiding Bishop 


Charles E. Blake to oversee the induction of five Ethiopian-Jewish 
pentecostal churches in Israel, the first denomination other than 
Judaism and Catholicism in 1,000 years in Israel. COGIC is now in Israel. | | 


THE FIGHT AGAINST EBOLA 


| In 2015, Bishop Brooks was recognized for his fundraising efforts 


to fight the spread of ebola in Africa. 


: THE MARCH OF FAITH / KSTL690AM 


Bishop Brooks and the March of Faith Broadcast 


have been on the air continuously since 1975 and now 


airs nationally on the Word Network, Sundays at 3:00pm. 

It is the first and longest running television ministry in the 
Church Of God In Christ. In recognition of Bishop Brooks’ 40-pl 
years in media, the Crawford Broadcasting Network donated free 
charge a multi-million dollar radio station in St. Louis tothe __ 
Church Of God In Christ, KSTL690AM, broadcasting worldwid 


ee DVERTISEMENT 


_ Throughout his career in ministry, Bishop P.A. Brooks has - 

_ established a legacy of knowing how to get things done and — 
\ getting things done. There are many distingulehing neblights 
some of which are the following: 


e Appointed COGIC’s first Chief Adjutant in 1970 ‘Oby 
Bishop J.O. Patterson 


¢ Chairman of the General Board Commitee on Leadership 
Training of New Bishops in the Church Of God In Christ 


¢ Implemented the nation’s first Blue Cross/Blue Shield program — 
for local pastors ! 


¢ Responsible for purchasing, financing, renovating and building 
new churches for over 50 pastors within jurisdiction 


_ © Founding member of the Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African American | 
History in Detroit, Michigan, the 
largest in the world. 


¢ Co-author of “Understanding Bible Doctrine As Taught By. 
the Church Of God In Christ”, all proceeds donated to COGIC 
from 1984 to 1997 


Bishop Brooks has been 
awarded doctorate degrees 
from Lewis College of 
Business, Michigan’s only 
Historically Black college, and 
from Midwest Bible College. 
Both are in recogntion of his 
contributions to the church 
and to the community at 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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AS 


$y. 


In 1995, Bishop P.A. Brooks on a trip to Jerusalem, baptized 57 people) in the River 
Jordan. The group posed for this picture in the Mount of Olives, ©. 


www.nemichigan.org | www.nspt.org 
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Bishop Charles E. Blake, 
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"Committed To The Past, Connected To The Present and a Bridge To The Future” 


isHe 
O 
A Voice That Works To Bridge The Generation 


Gap While Upholding The Tenets Of COGIC 


A Voice To Advocate For Senior Servants And 
Give Honor To An Emeritus Status se 


A Voice To Represent Fairness | 
A VOIC@ To Speak Truth In Love # . j 
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* TO THE GENERALBOARD ** 
Your Candidate From The Heart of Texas to EOC es ene 


THE GENERAL BOARD 


of the Church of God In Christ 2016 
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A. LaDelThomas, Jr. 


"Committed To The Past, Conn ted To The Present and a Bridge 1g The Futur 


What 
Does Hee 
STAND for! 


Character - A Living vsacrilee Holy and — 
Acceptable unto God 


Committed, Upholding, and oe 
Leadership 


Equity of Representation - For 


: Son of the Church (4'* Genera’ on) 
Keeping the Legacy of the foun ] 
_ Father's of the Couch of God i in _ 
. Inc. : 


Oe of the 5 Institutions of af Society : 
Family, i it Education, Government, 
7 4 Economy | 
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HEART OF TEXAS 
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A. LaDeW! Thomas, Jr. 


“Committed To The Past, Connected To Present and A Bridge To The Future” 
° Trailblazer * Founder * Organizer * Oratorical Speaker * Creative /Analytical Writer 


CHARACTERISTICS: 
: Ath generation son of the Church of God in Christ 
. 41 years of Ministerial experience in the Church of God in Christ, Inc. 
: 31 years Proficient Teacher of the Word of God 
Promotes Institutional marriage (Male and Female) and Family Values based on Biblical 


Principles 
Pacesetter: Implemented Pastors’ Insurance /Retirement Plan for Texas Southeast Second 


Jurisdiction 

Designed a handbook of Job Descriptions for the School of Ministry for Texas Southeast 
Second Jurisdiction 

Designed and Compiled Leadership Manuel for Basic Administrative Functions for Leaders of 
the Texas Southeast Second Jurisdiction 

Strong Leadership, Discipleship, Mentor, Team Building, Relational and Mediation Skills 
Excellent Organizational Skills 

Motivational Speaker 

Proficient Teacher and Communicator 

Professional Counselor - Pastoral, Family, Christian and Crisis 

Economic empowerment 

Church Planter 


CHURCH AFFILIATIONS: 


National 

: Serves as Jurisdiction Prelate of Texas Southeast Second Jurisdiction 

: Serves as a Member of the Board of Bishops 

° Serves on General Assembly Standard and Extensions Committee 

‘ Served on the Church of God in Christ National Evangelistic Team 

f Served as the Dean of Education for National Youth Department 
Served 25 years asa National Adjutant 
Served as an Executive Board Member of the General Assembly 
Served on the Credentials Committee of the General Assembly 


YOUR CANDIDATE FROM THE 

HEART OF TEXAS 
5 TO THE GENERALBOARD 
\ hurch of God in Cheist. 
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Jurisdictional 
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A. LaDel Thomas, Jr. 


Served as the Chairman of the Texas Inter-Jurisdictional Council of Bishops, 2014-2016 
Served as the Secretary of the Texas Inter-Jurisdictional Council of Bishops, 2012-2014 
Served as an Administrative Assist and Chief Adjutant for Bishop LaDell Thomas, Sr. 
(Father) ; : : 

Served as District Superintendent, Pastor, and Financial Expeditor 

Served as Dean, Director and currently as the Chancellor of the A.L. Thomas Sr. School 
of Ministry, Texas Southeast Second Jurisdiction © : 

Served as Chairman of the Board of Superintendents and Chairman of Pastor and 
Elders Council of Texas Southeast Jurisdiction : 


Education: 


B.S. Bachelor of Science in Education 

M.DIV. Masters of Divinity 

D. Min Doctorate in Christian/Crisis Counseling 
PH.D. Doctorate of Philosophy 


Certifications: 


e 


Advanced Pastoral Clinical Training 

Marriage and Family Counseling 

Planning and Conflict Resolution 

Curriculum Writing and Formulation (Certificate of Completion) 
Strategic Leadership Planning (Certificate of Completion) 
Forensic and Domestic Violence (Certificate of Completion) 
Grant Writing (Certificate of Completion) 


Military: U.S Army 


® 


Adjutant General Corps- Personnel Service Specialist, Fort Ord, CA, 1973 
Adjutant General Corps- Personnel Service Specialist, Fort McPherson, GA, 1974 
Adjutant General Corps- Personnel Service Specialist, Fort Richardson, AK 1976 
Top Secret Clearance 


Personal: 


Married 35 years to Lady Tihara Thomas 

Four Children, 3 sons and one daughter, 2 grandchildren 
Parents: The Late Bishop Arthur LaDell Thomas, Sr. and 
Mother Elnora Massey Thomas 

Siblings: 3 brothers, 2 sisters 


YO ANOIDATE F THE 
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"Committed To The Past, Connected To The Present and A Bridge To The Future” 


* Trailblazer * Founder * Organizer * Oratorical Speaker * Creative/Analytical Writer 


Bevis A 


Son of the Churen 9 wi Conv tion, and 


Poise, Dignity, and Berpecifer Leadership 


Prepared For Executive Leadership Academically, 
Mentally, Physically, And Spiritually 


Well Knowledgeable Of The Constitution, Rules, and 
Regulations of the Church of God in Christ, Inc. 


Respects The Rights Of All People 


Strong Advocate of the Department of Women and 
Their Roll In Ministry and Kingdom Building 


Excellent Communicator 


Minister of Music : 
(Play Instrument, Sing, Organize and Dect Cho's) 


YOUR CANDIDATE FROM THE 


HEART OF TEXAS 


of CE A. LaDeyfihomas, 
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VOTE # 


NOVEMBER 15' 2016 AA. LaDgil Thomas, Jr. 


©) 
O 
= 
= 
r 
pe 
i) 
Oe 
— 
1@) 
| 
a. 
4) 
9 
) 
oe) 
() 
‘@) 
He) 
2 
40) 
@) 
se 
@)) 
Oo. 
—_- 
O 
— 
me 
4) 
ae 
D 
n 
4) 
a 
—_ 
Q 
a) 
O. 
> 
Oo 
a. 
oO. 
( 
@) 
Ho 
O° 
ae 


YOUR CANDIDATE FROM THE 


HEART OF TEXAS 
TO THE GENERALBOARD 


Church of God In Chast, inc. 


ze) MORE INFO: 
Sage Us At - Bishopl aaa al com or Call - 254. 699. 4346 
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VOCATI 
ADMINISTRANDUM 


Called to Serve 
A Glimpse Into 


The Life of Bishop J. Delano Ellis I 


By The Whole Truth Staff 


junior college in an attempt toearn Office of the Episcopal Church 

a degree. In 1965, he transferred of Pennsylvania’s Diocese. After 
| his college credits to Howard the loss of a priest in the diocese, 
University and completed enough Bishop John DeWitt asked Bishop 
hours to earn a Bachelor of Artsin _ Ellis to assist him by conducting 


Sociology. the Mass at Saint John’s Vicarage 

ishop J. Delano In 1966, Ellis was recruited —_ in South Philadelphia. Ellis served 

Ellis presently by the Church of the Nazarene in that role for seventeen months. 

serves as the fifth to serve in a parish in Memphis, In 1970, during “The 
Endorser/Commissioner for chap- Tennessee. After accepting the Great Schism” of The Church Of 
lains in The Church Of God In challenge, the Nazarene Church God In Christ, Ellis followed his 
Christ. He is a native of Philadel- sponsored the young minister at spiritual father to The Church Of 
phia, Pennsylvania and its public their seminary. He earned a Master God In Christ International where 
school system. Raised in the of Religious Education Degree he was elevated to the position of 
ghetto of South Philadelphia Missionary Bishop in that 


organization. He served 
under the leadership of 
Bishop W.D.C. Williams for 
two years before returning 
to Memphis. 

Upon his return 
to Memphis, Tennessee, 
Bishop J.O. Patterson asked 
Bishop Ellis to serve him as 
Minister of Worship for both 
the local congregation and 
the national church. Owing 
to Ellis’ wide experience in 
churchmanship and liturgy, 
Bishop Patterson expressed 
a desire to see his congrega- 
tion enriched by some of the 
great traditions that belong 
to the Christian faith. Ellis 
expressed his commitment 
to service and submitted to 
forfeiting his rank of bishop. 


in a Muslim home, Bishop 
Ellis sought to find better for 
himself and his siblings. 

At the age of thirteen, 
Ellis was introduced to Christ 
and received the baptism in 
the Holy Ghost under the 
pastorate of the late Bishop 
Reuben Timothy Jones at 
Christian Tabernacle Church 
Of God In Christ. Ellis shared 
that after confessing Christ, 
his natural father put him 
out of the home and family. 
Bishop Jones learned that the 
young Ellis was living on the 
streets and sent his car into 
the neighborhood to pick 
him up and take him into the 
Jones’ family home. Bishop 
Jones and his wife finished 
raising Ellis, along with their 


two children. Eventually, Bishop Patterson 
In 1957, Ellis entered and remained with their organiza- sent Bishop Ellis to Brownsville, 
ministry and was a student under tion for two years. Tennessee to serve Saint James 
Bishop Jones until 1960. His next In May of 1968, Bishop Church Of God In Christ as its 
major move was to enlist in the Ellis was hired as a secretary for pastor, while he also maintained 


United States Air Force and serve the First Episcopal District of the his role as Minister of Worship 
in the Military Air Transport Com- C.M.E. Church. The bishop of that —_ and Protocol. 


mand (MATS), service number district appointed him to serve It was during that time that 
AF13790589, as an Air Policeman = Stinson Chapel C.M.E. Church in Bishop Ellis formed The Adjutancy 
(today known as Security Police). Rossville, Tennessee, a term that of The Church Of God In Christ. 
While serving in the Air lasted two years. At the end of his Although Bishop Ellis was not 
Force, Bishop Ellis entered Bible term, Ellis returned to Philadelphia __ the first Chief Adjutant, he had 
college and later transferred to a and connected with the Bishop’s the responsibility of forming and 
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informing the Corps for several 
years. As Adjutant-Apostolic, he 
drafted the Dress Code of the 
Church, organized the National 
Holy Communion on Monday 
mornings of the Convocation, 
drafted the Order for Consecrating 
Bishops, and contributed to the 
writing of the Official Manual of 
the Church Of God In Christ. Ellis 
is also listed among the contribu- 


tors for the “Yes Lord” hymnal of 
the Church, and he is the creator 
and artist for the Coats of Arms 
and Seals of the Church and its 
bishopric. In addition, Ellis con- 
tributed, in concert with the late 
Bishop William Morgan James, 
to the creation of the Statement 
of Faith, which is currently a part 
of the Church’s liturgy. Recently, 
the Flags and Ensigns for the 
Presiding Bishop and the General 
Board were created and presented 
by Bishop Ellis. 

In 1989, Bishop J. Delano 
Ellis was invited to a major pulpit 
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in Cleveland, Ohio. Unlike The 
Church Of God In Christ, this 
congregation elected their pastors 
for nearly three-quarters of a 
century. Their Bishop was pro- 
moted to Glory and the congrega- 
tion elected Ellis to serve them as 
pastor and bishop of any append- 
ing congregations. Ellis went to 
Cleveland just months before the 
death of Bishop J.O. Patterson, 


F i lg a Fil 
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who he served for more than 25 
years. Ellis stated that he at- 
tempted to remain connected to 
the church of his nativity, but 

the Ohio Jurisdictions were not 
receptive to the idea and literally 
returned to him $10,000 in reports 
made to the jurisdictional bishop. 
According to Bishop Ellis, he 
stayed away for years to avoid 

the tension, and only visited The 
Holy Convocation once during the 
tenure of Bishop L. H. Ford, and 
again during Bishop C.D. Owens’ 
leadership. Bishop Ellis lamented, 
“I was assured that prudence 


9 


demanded my continued absence.’ 
Furthermore, after serving as 
Chaplain for the Masonic Fraterni- 
ties of “Prince Hall” for several 
years, Bishop Ellis removed 
himself from their associations to 
avoid offending our church and 
ministries. 

In time, Bishop G.E. 
Patterson extended a welcoming 
hand during the final days of his 
episcopacy. After Bishop Charles 
Edward Blake’s elevation to the 
head of the Church, he extended 
the invitation for Bishop Ellis to 
come home. Ellis elected to travel 
to Los Angeles, CA and join West 
Angeles Church for covering by 
the Presiding Bishop. From that 
time until now, Bishop Ellis has 
attempted to give the Church the 
same kind of service in dignity 
that was given during the days of 
his Apostolic Father, Bishop J.O. 
Patterson. 


CONTRIE 
elano 
Ellis’ ecumenical exposure, his 
influence was used to assist Pen- 
tecostal denominations in forming 
a training school for their bishops. 
It was in that spirit in 1991 that 
The Joint College of African- 
American Bishops was organized. 
This assembly of Christian leaders 
came together to form a training 
academy for themselves and for 
their assistants. Since Bishop 
Ellis knew the Adjutancy 
so well, an Academy for Servants 
was added to this annual meeting. 
This ecumenical gathering takes 
place in March of each year with 
more than six hundred attendees. 
The Executive Board is comprisec 
of several Denominational Heads. 
of which Bishop Blake is one. 


his 


the 
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Ellis has served the United States 
Air Force’s Auxiliary as Chief of 
the Chaplain’s Corps. He has also 
served in the Ohio Military Reserve 
as Chief of Chaplains and in the 
U.S. Army Cadet Corps simul- 
taneously. His military portfolio 
reflects several arenas of service 
with many awards and citations, 
including a “Presidential Citation” 
from U.S. President George W. 
Bush, commending him for thou- 
sands of hours of volunteer service 
to America. He is also the recipi- 
ent of the Medal of Service for his 
work in the relief effort of Hurri- 
cane Katrina as a chaplain with the 
U.S. Army Cadet Corps. 


~~ 


PRESENTLY 
SERVING 


Bishop Ellis believes he came to 
his present office “quite by God’s 
design.” During the Holy Convo- 
cation of 2013, he received a call 
to orders from the United States 
Air Force’s Auxiliary (Civil Air 
Patrol). He was ordered to report 
to Louisville, Kentucky for an All 
Commander’s Call. While rushing 
out of the convention center, Ellis 
ran into Presiding Bishop Charles 
Edward Blake, who was quite 
surprised to see him dressed in a 
full dress, blue uniform of the Air 
Force. After some discussion, 
Ellis informed Bishop Blake that 
he would need to leave the convo- 
cation for two days for military 
assignment, but would return 
before the meeting was ended. 
Bishop Ellis reported that 
upon his return to the convocation, 
Bishop Blake asked him to resign 
his position with the Air Force 
Auxiliary to come to his office as 
Commissioner and Endorser for 
the Chaplaincy of the Church. The 
following year, Ellis resigned as 


Chief of Chaplains for the United 
States Air Force Auxiliary, in the 
federal grade of colonel, and ac- 
cepted the assignment as 
appointed by the Presiding Bishop. 

Subsequently, Bishop Ellis 
was appointed to the United States 
Pentagon’s Board of Chaplains 
and Endorsers where he now 
serves as an advisor to the Military 
Chiefs of Staff for Religious Affairs, 
making him the first Pentecostal 
African-American to serve on that 
board and in that position. 

Bishop Ellis presently 
serves as assistant to the bishop 
for the Western Jurisdiction of Ohio, 
under the leadership of Bishop 
Emmitt Lewis Nevels. He is also 
the senior pastor for the Pentecostal 
Church of Christ in University 
Circle of Cleveland. 

The Chaplaincy is growing 
and is strengthened by the innova- 
tive training programs instituted 
since Ellis’ administration. Bishop’s 
gift for organization has been 
recognized and appreciated in the 
Church Of God In Christ and we 
expect greater things in the ensuing 
days. 


all 
RECOGNITIONS 


Because of Bishop Ellis’ 
appreciation for the rich history of 
the Church, he is not timid about 
naming those who have made 
significant contributions and laid a 
foundation for him to build upon. 
He has pointed out that he stands 
on the shoulders of great men who 
shepherded this jurisdiction (The 
Chaplaincy) from its inception 
until now. Ellis said he offers per- 
petual thanks to Dr. Ithiel Conrad 
Clemons for forming a unit that 
would prepare and appoint men 
and women to positions within the 
United States Armed Forces as of- 


ficers and chaplains, providing 
spiritual service to our citizens in 
uniform. Dr. Clemons was ap- 
pointed bishop of the Military 
Chaplaincy for the Church and the 
first Endorser for all chaplains in 
military and institutional ministry. 

The Second Endorser/ 
Commissioner for the Church was 
Bishop Martin Luther Johnson, 
who now serves as a member of 
the Church’s Judiciary. Bishop 
Johnson’s service was informed 
by his many years in service to the 
United States Army as a chaplain. 
After completing his term of 
military service and retiring in the 
grade of colonel, Bishop Johnson 
was tapped by the denomination 
to serve as Bishop of New Jersey’s 
First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, 
where he serves today with dis- 
tinction. 

The Third Endorser was 
Bishop John I. Little of Washing- 
ton, D.C. Bishop Little became, 
for many, the father of chaplains. 
He earned that appellation for the 
work he did in shepherding the 
new young chaplains through basic 
training and Chaplain’s School 
in several Military and Veteran’s 
Administration branches. 

Our Fourth Endorser/Com- 
missioner was Bishop Samuel F. 
Morgan of Los Angeles, California. 
Bishop Morgan served the United 
States Navy as a chaplain and 
retired in the grade of captain. 
Bishop Morgan presently assists 
us as an advisor and counselor. 

Bishop J. Delano Ellis 
serves as the fifth Endorser and is 
married to Dr. Sabrina Joyce Ellis. 
He is the father of five natural 
children and one adopted. He has 
twenty-three grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren. TWT 
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Blake, Sr. 
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SINE 


It all depends whom you ask. To the woman who was in a con- 
trolling relationship but is now newly single, singleness may be 
considered a blessing. To the man who longs to be a father but has 
yet to find the right woman to be his wife, singleness may be con- 
sidered a curse. In general, people’s attitudes and outlook are what 
determine their perspectives. 

What does the Bible have to say about being single? Well, 
the Bible is filled with couples galore, so God has definitely ordained 
marriage. Yet it cannot be ignored that not every person mentioned in 
the Bible was married. Most people automatically think of Paul when 
they want to reference singleness because of some of his statements 
in the Bible. In 1 Corinthians 7:8 (NKJV), for example, Paul 
states, “But I say to the unmarried and to the widows: It is 
good for them if they remain even as I am.” Some single 
people may say, “Yeah, but what’s so good about 
being single?” 

As a person who is single, I do not 
consider singleness to be a curse or a blessing. 
It is simply a state that one is in during his or 
her lifetime. Furthermore, not all situations 

of singleness are the same. Someone who 
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By Missionary Charea Batiste 


is single at age 19 is probably 

in a much different place than 
someone who is single at age 40. 
Likewise, someone who has never 
been married has a different situa- 
tion than a person who is divorced 
or widowed and therefore single 
once again. A person who is a 
single parent may have added 
challenges, versus a person who is 
single with no children. The point 
is, people like to put all singles in 
one box, but not every experience 
is the same. Again, it goes back to 
perspective. 

Being single certainly has 
its perks. I love waking up when 
I want on the weekends and an- 
swering to no one. I do not have 
any extra responsibilities other 
than the ones I put on myself. 

I can take a vacation whenever I 
get good and ready. I have time tc 
commit to whatever God calls me 
to do. In all, I like being single. 
Does that mean I am opposed to 
getting married? Absolutely not. 
But I have learned one thing: My 
plans may not always line up 
with God’s plans. In Isaiah 55:8, 


the Lord says, “For My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways My ways.” No matter 
what God’s plan is for me, I know 
it is good. 

Now, living as a single 
Christian does come with its fair 
share of challenges, so I am not 
saying that everything is roses all 
the time. And speaking of roses, 
Valentine’s Day is not a holiday 
most singles enjoy. Having a 
companion to enjoy at events and 
outings has to be a fabulous perk, 
and being able to have children 
and raise them with a spouse is 
something that many singles de- 
sire. So yes, while there may be 
downsides, singleness does not 
have to be viewed as a curse. 

One thing I know is 
that God does everything for a 
reason. Jeremiah 29:11 states, 
“For I know the thoughts that I 
think toward you says the Lord, 
thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and a hope.” 
God has given every person on 
this earth a purpose. We shouldn’t 
waste our time complaining 
about everything that does not go 
according to our plans, or com- 
paring our lives to others think- 
ing they have a better deal. The 
time God has given us on earth is 
precious. Also, it’s easy to envy 
another person’s life because it 
seems ideal, but the grass is not 
always greener on the other side. 
For instance, not every marriage 
is a happy one, and that’s a sad 
and unfortunate truth. 

So what can singles do in 
the meantime? Enjoy the season! 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, “To every- 
thing there is a season, a time for 
every purpose under heaven.” 
Now, the word “‘season” does not 
necessarily mean a short period of 
time. Merriam-Webster dictionary 


notes that a season can also mean an indefinite period of time. In 
church, people often say, “It’s your season,” which denotes that 
something will eventually change. Sometimes, however, 
things remain the same. The Bible says there is a sea- 
son, but it doesn’t specify how long that season will 
be. Since God has ordained some things to hap- 
pen for an indefinite period of time, we should 
enjoy whatever season we’re in, or 

at least make the best of it. 

The season of singleness has a 
purpose. Just take a look at Jesus Christ. 
Never did Jesus marry, for He had 
to carry out the will of His Father. 
Singles have a wider opportunity to 
trust God, seek His face, read His 
Word, pray, and spend time 
with Him, due to having more 
availability and flexibility. In 
the time of singleness, God 
may plant seeds in your 
heart for ways you can give 
back to others. Serving in 
your community, giving 
back to church, volunteer- 
ing for organizations...these 
things can all be accom- 
plished within the season of 
singleness. 

If you are single and your 
heart is longing for a mate, tell God your desires. Then shift 
your attention toward Jesus and let Him fill your heart with 
His joy as you live in His purpose. Philippians 4:6 says, “Be 
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and suppli- 
cation, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
God.” If God then provides you with a spouse, so be it. But if 
He continues to keep you in a season of singleness, be like Paul 
in Philippians 4:11, “...for I have learned in whatever state I am, 
to be content.” During the wait, work on being a saved, sancti- 
fied, and satisfied single in this season. TWT 


Missionary Chared Batiste is a guest writer who attends New 
Beginnings Community Church. Her hometown roots belong to 
Greater Victory Temple COGIC in Seaside, CA (Elder Ronald 
Britt, Pastor) formerly under the leadership of Bishop W.W. 
Hamilton, Jurisdictional Prelate Emeritus and General Board 
Secretary Emeritus. 
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Word of Hope Ministries, Inc. Celebrates 20 Years Of Ministry 
May 1996-— May 2016 


A Ministry That Touches People 


It started as a seed planted in the ground that blossomed into a tree with 
branches spreading into the community providing an array of services to 
individuals and families. Word of Hope Ministries Inc. a nonprofit 501c3 

organization was planted in the community using the holistic model of 

Jesus Christ — spiritually, physically and mentally. 


For the past 20 years (May 5, 1996 — May 6, 2016) the branches of this 
ministry are Job Placement & Training, Social Services (housing, 
emergency assistance, advocacy), Health Care, ATODA (Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Other Drug Abuse), Technology, GED and Literacy Classes and Mentoring. 


In 2005, the Department of Labor was looking for faith based organizations 
to work with individuals coming out of prison. It was called 
“Ready to Work/PRI (Prisoner Reentry Initiative)”. There were only 30 sites 
in the nation who received this grant, and Word of Hope Ministries was the 
only one in Wisconsin, and continues today. The tree is growing and another 
branch is added. 


Our Founder/President Bishop C. H. McClelland now twenty years later 
started with a vision from God, planted a seed that grew into a tree with 
branches that has literally changed thousands of lives. 


Word of Hope Ministries, Inc is a subsidiary of Holy Cathedral Church of 
God in Christ (the Parent Body) and the Pastor is Bishop C.H. McClelland. 
To God Be The Glory! 


“Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. 
For He shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her 
roots, by the river”.....Jeremiah 17: 7,8 KJV 


AIM 40/20 2016 


RECAP 


By Reginald Boswell 


“Ohio, Ohio, Ohio, Ohio...” 
rang jubilantly in a rhythmic pace from 
the Ohio Mid-North Regional Choir 
to set off the 2016 COGIC Interna- 
tional AIM Convention held at the 
Duke Energy Convention Center in 
Cincinnati, July 4-8, 2016. Training, 
worship, evangelism, discipleship and 
fellowship for men, women, boys and 
girls of all ages, from Music and Youth, 
Mission and Evangelism, Sunday 
School and Scholastic Motivation, 
along with a host of delegates, vendors 
and ministries, continued at full throt- 
tle for service. 


BACK THEN 


Conceived 40 years ago in 1976, under the lead- 
ership of Presiding Bishop J.O. Patterson, AIM 
was then known as the United National Aux- 
iliaries Convention (UNAC). Renamed Auxil- 
laries in Ministry (AIM) 20 years ago in 1996 
during a season of exponential, global church 
growth, under the Administration of Presiding 
Bishop C.D. Owens, former AIM chairman, 
Bishop Jerry Macklin, implemented a platform to 
develop new programs for mass appeal. Bishop 
J. Drew Sheard (chairman, 2005 — 2013) suc- 
ceeded Bishop Macklin and capably wielded the 
baton with precision to expand the convention’s 
family-orientated focus that was passed from 
former UNAC predecessors, Bishop Roy L.H. 


Winbush (chairman, 1976- 1989) and Bishop Floyd 
E. Perry (chairman, 1989 — 1992). The completion of 
a “Full Circle” is a celebration of looking back at past 
triumphs and anticipating greater momentum for the 
2016 convention, reflecting a model of godliness. 


40/20 HIGHLIGHTS 
OF AIM 2016 


The International AIM Convention Chairman, Super- 
intendent Linwood Dillard (201 3-present), offered 

a family-orientated, spiritual event used to fine tune 
training towards global outreach to advance Kingdom 
work. Pre-AIM evangelistic activities led to over 

70 souls receiving Christ! One concern during this 
year’s convention was to close the digital divide 
working to obtain a better understanding of how 
innovations in technology work in churches. This 
year, AIM, along with Values Partnership and Google, 
collected data from surveys distributed during the 
convention to provide information as to how informa- 
tion technology can be best used by COGIC and in 
our Communities. 


CULTURAL 
CLIMATE 


Forty years ago in 1976, the first UNAC Convention 
was held in Dallas, TX. Tragically, on July 7, 2016, 
during a Black Lives Matter Rally in Dallas, five 
white Dallas police officers were shot and killed by 
a lone black gunman. In the aftermath, much unrest 
ensued and unsettled the nation. These events led 


Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake to give a press 
conference during AIM on the afternoon of July 8, 
2016, to denounce the murderous attacks on police 
in Dallas, TX and to address the need for justice for 
Alton Sterling, Philando Castillo, and others who 
unjustly perished at the hands of law enforcement. 


MORE RECAP 
HIGHLIGHTS 


The conventions’ evening speakers included Bishop 
Emmitt Nevels, Sr., prelate of Ohio West on Monday; 
Bishop Marvin Winans, pastor of Perfecting Church, 
Detroit, MI on Tuesday; Bishop Elijah Hankerson, 
II, COGIC Evangelism president on Wednesday; 
Superintendent Linwood Dillard, Il, AIM chairman 
on Thursday; and climaxing with Presiding Bishop 
Charles E. Blake, Sr. on Friday evening. Music 
ministry during the evening services included: 

The Nevels Sisters, LaShun Pace, Kierra Sheard, 
Chrystal Rucker and Bishop Rance Allen. COGIC 
International Minister of Music, Judith McAllister, 
presented a host of musicians including, John P. Kee, 
Charles Jenkins and Tasha Paige Lockhart, among 
others, during the late night musicals. 


COGIC International Youth Department ([YD) 
president, Dr. Benjamin Stephens, encouraged the 
youth to “Fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim 6:12) 
and sponsored a “wear scrubs” event, encouraging 
youth toward the medical profession. The Interna- 
tional Drill/Dance Team Ministries held daily work- 
shops, July 5-7th during midday, and held the Annual 
Competition on July 8, 2016. 


COGIC international Sunday School president, 
Bishop Alton Gatlin, hosted Church Growth on July 
6, 2016, focusing on strategies for Kingdom Building. 
He also held a Fellowship Luncheon that honored 


superintendents, teachers, and secretaries serv- 
ing a minimum of five years. Sunday School 
University, billed the world’s largest Sunday 
School, offered a twelve class session during 
the week. Classes included “Disability Min- 
istry,” geared toward those with special needs, 
or to those ministering to people with special 
needs; “Campus Ministry,” which included 
topics such as “Attitude Attracts Success” by 
Pastor A.L. Shaw; and “Biblical Sciences,” 
facilitated by renowned physicist and au- 
thor, Dr. Paul Ruffin, and others. The Sun- 
day School Department hosted both men and 
women conferences on July 8th and presented 
anew and exciting worship experience for the 
new generation called “The Overflow,” which 
held Open Mic nightly, headed by Overflow 
Ministry director, Pastor Jermel Evans. 


FINALE 


On the last evening of the convention, previ- 
ous AIM leadership was honored by the AIM 
committee. International Missions president, 
Bishop Vincent Matthews, gave away two all- 
expense-paid tickets to Israel in a drawing to 
attend the Ist COGIC International Conference 
in Israel on Aug. 29 — Sept. 8, 2016. Bishop 
Matthews also received an offering of 20K from 
Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake for missions 
work around the globe. The convention culmi- 
nated with a message given by our Presiding 
Bishop, entitled: “Fighting for Salvation and 
Righteousness in a Violent and Immoral World” 
(II Timothy 6:12). TWT 


Reginald Boswell is a member of True Light COGIC in 
Huntsville, AL, where Supt. Dr Terrell Harris, Jr is the pastor 
and Bishop Oscar L. Meadows Is the prelate of Alabama 
Ist Jurisdiction. 


/FREVIEW 


THE WHOLE TRUTH 


ADVERT IS ie MENT 


: : ) 


Mother Martha Nichols 
State Supervisor 


Holy Trinity Church of God in Christs exists to bring the lost to Jesus for 
membership in His family. To develop them into Christ-like maturity. To 
equip them for Christ's ministry on earth. To improve their quality of life. 
To be a ministry to the "TOTAL MAN". 
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CANDIDATE FOR GENERAL 
BOARD 2016 


"Continuing the 
Foot Print of Righteousness” 


Church of God in Christ, Inc. — State of Alaska 


THE ALASKA CHURCHES OF GOD IN CHRIST 
PROUDLY PRESENTS 


The Life and Ministry of 


Nail’ JO. 


Sr 


AVISIONARY LEADER, PASTOR, PREACHER & TEACHER 


By Missionary Linda J. Ratcliff 


The constituents of the Alaska Jurisdiction, Church Of God In Christ and the Alaska Com- 
munity observed with godly pride as they witnessed the exchange of greetings between the Chief Apostle 
and Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., and the Alaska Prelate, Bishop Charles D.Williams, on Alaskan 
soil. Bishop C. E. Blake congratulated our longtime and beloved leader, Bishop Charles D.Williams and 
his wife, Mother Fannie Mae Williams before rising to the podium. The experience, though awesome in 
nature, was bitter sweet knowing Bishop Williams was retiring from the office of the Alaska State Bishop 
after serving forty-nine years for the Alaska Jurisdiction of the Church Of God In Christ. 

Well-wishers gathered from as far as Waco, Texas; Portland, Oregon; Louisville, Kentucky; Milpitas, 
California; Las Vegas, Nevada; and Memphis, Tennessee to witness this historic event and to present their 
congratulatory remarks for the appreciation for this living legend, Bishop Charles D.Williams. Others 
from multiple spiritual persuasions also witnessed “The Service of Episcopal Emeritization,’ which was 
sacred and holy, officiated by the Most Reverend, Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr. His message personified the 
wisdom and expertise of Christ. 

As Bishop Blake further explained his mission—to emeritize the longtime and esteemed Alaska 
Prelate, Bishop C.D.Williams — he further expounded how the tender age of 96 years young warranted a 
time for rest and relaxation for such a man and leader as Bishop C. D.Williams. Bishop Blake, therefore, 
declared that he was there to honor Bishop Williams’ request to be emeritized from the office of the 
Bishop. Bishop Blake shared that he would honor the request of Bishop Williams, in addition to the unified 
agreement of the pastors, to accept Auxiliary Bishop Otis McCormick to succeed Bishop Williams as 


Jurisdictional Prelate for Alaska. 


The 


Charles D. Williams was saved in 1946 and 
accepted the call to the ministry in 1949 while living in 
Stockton, California. He moved through the ranks 
of ministry as an usher, deacon, junior church pastor 
and district Sunday School superintendent. Minister 
Charles D. Williams came to the Territory of Alaska 
in 1952 with his dear friend, the late Deacon Ivory 
Thornton. They drove the Alaskan Alcan Highway 
and arrived in the city of Anchorage after nine days. 
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He would later send for his wife, Sister Fannie Mae 
Williams and children, to join him in the last frontier. 
Finding no Church Of God In Christ in Anchorage, 
they attended services at the Assemblies of God. 
Minister Williams, possessing a deep desire to begir 
a work for the Lord in Anchorage, Alaska, secured a 
building and began prayer services. 

In 1953, Bishop L. E. Tolliver of Tacoma, 
Washington, overseer of the Territory of Alaska 


Jurisdiction, ordained Minister Williams an elder. 
Elder Williams worked untiringly with Bishop 
Tolliver to further establish the work on the Lord in 
Alaska. He worked alongside Mother Ira Lee Cotton, 
first Territory Supervisor and Mothers Josephine 
Stephens and Emma Avery, two sisters who moved 
from the state of Washington a few years prior and 
founded the initial work of the Church Of God In 
Christ in Fairbanks, 
Alaska, with Prayer 

and Bible Band in their 
homes. 

The Lord stirred 
Elder Williams to begin 
a work in the area called 
“East Chester Flats,” 
where there were mostly 
nightclubs and houses 
erill repute. In 1953, 
three businessmen per- 
suaded Elder Williams 
to purchase three lots, 
and they would give 
him lumber to build a 
church. Elder Williams 
purchased the lots on 
the corner of 18th and 
East “K’” Streets (which 
is now Medfra Street). 
He also purchased a 
burned-out house and 
had it moved onto the 
lots to convert it into a 
place of worship. There 
was a lot of repairing to 
be done, and none of the 
men who helped build were carpenters. Nonetheless, 
they went to work doing what they could do in the 
service of the Lord. Everyone was amazed how 
such a small amount of lumber was enough to build 
such a nice church. 

On November 1, 1953, Elder Williams 
founded the Friendly Church Of God In Christ, 
where the congregation grew tremendously under 
his leadership. The saints would walk from across 
the city to attend prayer services at noon. When the 
weather was at its worst, winds with -20 F chill 
factors, the saints would walk backward to fight off 
the cold. If they could not ride on the bus or contact 
the late Elder Price King (who had the only car 
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in the church), they would walk back to church at 
night. 

Sister Oneatha Harris and Brother Price King 
were the first two of four church members. By 
Christmas, the Lord had blessed the church with 25 
members (the 25th member joined on Christmas 
Day)! Sister Oneatha Harris became the church’s 
first church mother. Mother Fannie Mae Williams 
was the church’s first 
pianist. 

When his 
wife, Mother Fannie 
Williams, arrived in 
Alaska, she and Bishop 
Williams stayed in a 
small room behind 
a barbershop. The 
Williams’ would have 
to be out of the room 
before 9:00 a.m. each 
morning and could not 
return to the room until 
after 6:00 p.m. each 
evening. They could 
not afford to place their 
feet on the floor due to 
the extreme cold; 
otherwise, their feet 
would become frost 
bitten or stuck to the 
floor. There were no 
facilities for taking a 
shower or a bath, so 
they had to go to the 
home of a hospitable 
sister, Mother Oneatha 
K. Harris-Hawk. In 1955, the Lord blessed the 
Williams’ to purchase a house with all of the modern 
conveniences. 

They opened their home to the late Mother 
Ira Lee Cotton, the first supervisor for the Territory 
of Alaska Department of Women. She lived with the 
Williams family from 1955 until shortly before she 
transitioned to be with the Lord. 

In 1967, God elevated Pastor C. D. Williams 
to the sacred office of bishop in Alaska by the exec- 
utive board of the Church Of God In Christ, chaired 
by Bishop A. B. McEwen, Sr. Under his adminis- 
tration, the jurisdiction grew from three churches 
to twelve churches. He set out to do what the Lord 
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said to do—save souls! Bishop Williams is the oldest 
and longest serving living bishop currently in the 
Church Of God In Christ. 

In 1993, Dr. C.C. Owens, the General Field 
Representative from Trinity Hall College and Semi- 
nary conferred Bishop Williams with an honorary 
doctorate degree of divinity. The ceremony, attended 
by Bishop Louis Henry Ford, the Presiding Bishop 
for the Church Of God In Christ, was one to be 
remembered. 

In 2014, Bishop C. D. Williams was selected 
as the second recipient of the Living Legend Award, 
honorably given by the Anchorage Interdenomi- 
national Ministerial Alliance. The Anchorage IMA 
organization also established a scholarship in 
Bishop C. D. Williams’ name. The guest speaker for 
this gala and memorable event was the honorable 
Bishop Jerry W. Macklin, Second Assistant Presiding 
Bishop for the Church Of God In Christ. 

Bishop Williams is known around the broth- 
erhood as a man of great faith with a fervent prayer 
life. Every Sunday morning for years, he would 
begin the morning by calling the saints, giving them 
a personalized invitation to join him in 9:00 a.m. 
prayer. God anointed and used him to heal the sick 
and many miracles were wrought through his ministry. 
His 1992 convocation message has inspired many to 
“Never Surrender to Defeat.” 

This year, Bishop Williams celebrated sixty- 
three years as the pastor of the Greater Friendly 
Temple Church Of God In Christ, as well as forty- 
nine years as Bishop of the Alaska Jurisdiction, 
Church Of God In Christ. He continues to reach out 
to the lost and bring them to Christ. Bishop Williams 
is a man after God’s own heart and believes prayer 
is the foundation to one’s relationship with the 
Lord. Men and women alike are blessed to know, 
learn and be led both naturally and spiritually by 
this praying man of God. 

On February 22, 2016, Bishop Williams 
celebrated his ninety-sixth birthday in the company 
of his wife of over 69 years, Mother Fannie Mae 
Williams, family, and the Alaska church community. 
TWT 


Evangelist Linda Ratcliff is the First Lady of Calvary Community 

COGIC in Anchorage, Alaska. She serves as a National Adjutant 
Mother, Public Relations Director for the Alaska Jurisdiction, and 
State Secretary for her State Women's Department. 
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Jerald J. Mason 


Pastor Jerald J. Mason has accomplished the foundation of remaining the rich history of 
Vegas View Church of God in Christ and obvious has been successful during his tenure. 
He fulfills the fundamental principles of the constitution of the Church of God in Christ 
and is constant with presentation as he makes the ultimate sacrifice of keeping the Vegas 
View Church debt free. Inspired perhaps by the late Clause H. Parson who was the 
founder of Vegas View Church of God in Christ. Pastor Gerald Mason’s outstanding 
accomplishments reveals his ability to keep in trust five acres of commercial land, 
educational facility, facility to store and issue food to needy families and the homeless 
weekly and the Vegas View Church facility. Mason’s firm stand for two decades of 
pastoring Vegas View Church of God in Christ are inclusive and speaks volumes about 
his character and commitment to his fellow man and the Church of God in Christ. 
Administrative Assistant Gerald Mason has a heart to serve the church. In the Nevada 
First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction, he proudly serves as Jurisdictional Secretary and 
Administrative Assistant. He believes strongly in his faith and attends each session of the 
General Assembly. 


Nevada First Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 
Bishop Leon Smith, Prelate 
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Re-Elect Superintendent Darin Burns to Board of Trustees - 
“A Servant Leader” 


e 4th Generation Member of the COGIC 

e Southwest Michgan Agape Jurisictional Secretary 
e Master of Science in Mechanical Engineering 

e Husband, Father, and Grandfather 


Led Renovation and Construction of 
Lelia Mason Hall & COGIC Heritage Museum 


Chairman of COGIC Affordable Housing 
Complex in Downtown Memphis, Tennessee 


Pastor of Downriver Christian Center COGIC, 
Lincoln Park, Michigan 
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You deserve a General Secretary with Experience 


Chief Operating Officer, World Headquarters ~ Served 3 years 
Elected as Secretary, National Trustee Board ~ Served |2 years 
Elected to National Trustee Board ~ Served 16 years 
Superintendent, National Properties ~ Served 8 years 

Director, Saints Academy Operations ~ Served 3 years 

Scribe, National Adjutancy ~ Served 12 years 

Pastoral Ministry ~ 28 years and still serving 

Educator, Memphis City Schools ~ Served 10 years 


You deserve a General Secretary who gets results. 
Ste ° Negotiated abatement of delinquent property taxes on COGIC 
downtown properties in excess of $750,000. 


Negotiated with Memphis Light Gas & Water for refunds of 
over $11,000 in overpayment of utilities. 


Re-established and staffed World Headquarters Human 
Resources Department. 


Developed current employee handbook for COGIC. 


Created and staffed the current Office of Security at World 
Headquarters resulting in savings of over $100,000 annually. 


Completed IT systems upgrade at World Headquarters, COGIC 
Bookstore, and COGIC Publishing House 


Coordinated International Holy Convocations 


You deserve a General Secretary who... 
° lives in Memphis. 
* is responsive and accountable. 


° is on site and actively engaged in the day-to-day operations of the 
Office of General Secretary. 


can redirect a minimum of $250,000 in savings from administrative 
costs, travel to Headquarters, lodging, and per diems to be used to 
more efficiently operate the Office of General Secretary. 
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Leaders of COGIC Educational Entities 2016 


Preparation for ministry is 
everyday business in the Church Of 
God In Christ. Throughout COGIC 
history, constituents have learned to 
serve in Christian ministry in new 
and exciting ways. Biblical and 
theological education is still ongoing 
and presently, learning is vital in 
these efforts. 

Three key educational enti- 
ties dedicated to the preparation 
for ministry in the Church Of God 
In Christ include the C. H. Mason 
System of Jurisdictional Institutes, 
founded in 1972; All Saints Bible 
College, incorporated in 2002; and 
the C.H. Mason Theological Semi- 
nary, affiliated with the Interdenomi- 
national Theological Center since 
1970. These institutions lead the 
way in offering biblical education 
hOm THEW HOESTREmF 
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on several levels, from pre-college 
to post-college. Each entity offers 
courses in Bible, doctrine, history, 
and practical ministry. Scholars from 
all educational backgrounds find a 
place to acquire a formal, biblical 
education in the Church Of God In 
Christ. 

Dr. Goldie Wells serves as 
the director of the C. H. Mason 
Juris- 
dictional 
Institutes 
(CHMJI). As 
director, she 
facilitates the 
organization 
of training 
Sessions 
for institute 
directors at 


the AIM Convention and the Holy 
Convocation. CHMJI prepares 
course syllabi, sets teaching standards, 
and provides guidelines for the 
institutes. They play a vital role in 
offering ministry-related courses in 
over 25 jurisdictional sites across 
the United States and around the 
world. Since its inception, CHMJI 
has certified and graduated thousands 
of students preparing for ordination 
as elders and licensure as mis- 
sionaries. For more information, 
you may visit www.chmji.org, 
call (336) 375-4123, or send an 
email to wdistmissy@aol.com or 
wards @newcommunity-cogic. 
org. You may also “like” them on 
Facebook at “C.H. Mason Jurisdic- 
tional Institutes.” 

All Saints Bible College 
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(ASBC) is headed by Mr. V. 
Lafayette Robertson. ASBC is 
sponsored by the Tri-State Jurisdic- 
= tions of 
Tennessee, 
Missis- 
sippi and 
Arkansas. 
During the 
process of 
applying 
for ac- 
creditation 
from an association of Bible colleges 
accrediting body, ASBC offers both 
undergraduate degree programs: 
the Associate’s and the Bachelor’s 
degrees. The college is located on 
the campus of the Historic Mason 
Temple in Memphis, TN, ASBC of- 
fers undergraduate degree programs 
for both associate’s and bachelor’s 
degrees. ASBC currently has a student 
body of 15 students enrolled in 
degree programs, as well as 13 non- 
traditional learning students who 
are preparing for Church Of God In 
Christ licensure. For more informa- 
tion, please visit www.allsaintson- 
line info, call (901) 322-0120, or 
send an email to Irobertson@cogic.org. 
Dr. Harold Bennett serves 
as the dean of the C.H. Mason 
Theological Seminary, which 
belongs to a 
consortium 
of theologi- 
cal schools 
that com- 
prise the 
Interdenomi- | 
national 
Theological , 
Center in ss 
Atlanta, GA. Since its founding in 
1970, Mason Seminary has offered a 
COGIC graduate school education in 
an ecumenical setting, advancing 
over a thousand students with a Master 
of Divinity degree. C.H. Mason 


Theological Seminary also offers a 
Certificate of Theology to credential 
holders and lay members of the 
Church Of God In Christ who have 
not obtained a four-year degree from 
an accredited college or university. 
As a graduate school, Mason Semi- 
nary challenges students to think in 
a theological way that is biblically 
informed and critically engaged. 
The seminary enrolled 22 students 
for fall 2015, to include 12 full-time 
students, 8 part-time students, 2 doc- 
toral students and 2 distance/online 
learning students. For more informa- 
tion, you may visit www.masonsem- 
inaryitc.org, call 404-527-7775, or 
send an email to dcwilson@itc.edu 
or hbennett@itc.edu. You may also 
“like” them on Facebook at “Charles 
Harrison Mason Theological Semi- 
nary.” Annually, during the COGIC 
Holy Convocation, the Bishop O.T. 
Jones, Sr. Memorial Training 
Institute facilitates over 50 classes, 
taught by the best and the brightest 
that the church has to offer. Bishop 
Ozro T. Jones, Sr. (1891-1972) ac- 
cepted Christ in 1912 and immedi- 
ately started his evangelistic minis- 
try. He was appointed president of 
the Young Peoples Willing Workers 
(YPWW) auxiliary for the national 
Church Of God In Christ Youth 
Department in 1914, and became a 
pioneer in youth work. In 1916, he 
founded, authored and edited the 
YPWW Quarterly Topics, a series 
of weekly Bible lessons addressing 
timely issues facing Christian youth. 
His many accomplishments included 
being appointed pastor of Holy 
Temple Church in Philadelphia in 
1925, appointed state overseer in 
1926, founding the International 
Youth Congress in 1928, consecrated 
as bishop in 1933, authored the 
Official Manual of the Church Of 
God In Christ (COGIC) in 1957, and 
was elected 2nd senior bishop of the 


Church Of God In Christ in 1962, 
after the death of COGIC founder, 
Bishop C.H. Mason. The institute 
honors and maintains Bishop Jones’ 
legacy of excellence in education. 
Bishop James L. Whitehead, Jr., 
who maintains a long term in- 
volvement 
with educa- 
tion and 
educational 
literature 
within 
COGIC, 
currently 
serves as 
chairman. 
Information about class offerings 
can be found by viewing the COGIC 
website highlights in advance of 
each Holy Convocation. 

Bishop David Daniels is the 
Chairman of the Board of Educa- 
tion for the Church Of God In 
Christ, Inc. 

Pre- 
paring men 
and women 
for ministry 
in the 21st 
century 
requires a 
solid minis- 
terial and biblical education. The 
Church Of God In Christ provides 
education so that its missionaries, 
elders, pastors, other leaders and 
lay persons may reach excellence in 
how they provide ministry. Chang- 
ing times demand new methods to 
proclaim the unchanging message 
of the Gospel. Ultimately, these pro- 
filed educational institutions, along 
with others, strengthen COGIC 
ministry and advance the Kingdom 
of God. TWT 
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Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake, Sr., 
Ist Assistant Presiding Bishop Phillip A. Brooks, 
the General Board members, Pastor Darin Burns, 


Dr. Lytia R. Howard and the entire 
Lelia Mason Hall & Heritage Museum 


Committee... 
The Church Of God In Christ would like to 
abundantly thank the contributors who helped to 
ensure that the beautification and development of 


the Lelia Mason building would come to fruition. 


The Church could not accomplish 
such ambitions without the sacrifice and 


generosity of its faithful members. 
May the Lord richly bless each partaker 


of the fruits of this labor. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


LET U 
HOW TO NAVI 


ASCENT PUB 


BY Dr. LOGAN H. WESTBROOKS 


Executive Secretary of the Metropolitan Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of Southern California 
and Administrative Assistant to the Jurisdictional Bishop 


Featuring Insight from informed sources who 
have achieved in music from hip hop to gospel. 


Bishop Donald Hilliard, Jesus Garber, Jonathan 
Butler, Shannon Sanders, Pres of NARAS Nashville, 
Vicki Mack Lataillade, the force behind the careers of 
Kirk Franklin, David & Tamela Mann & more. 


“This book is a valuable resource for singers 
& musicians alike.” Dr. Judith Christie McAllister 
President of the International Music Dept. COGIC 


“This is a great book!” Bishop Charles E. Blake 
Presiding Bishop COGIC 


Dr. Westbrooks is also available for interviews 
& workshops. 


Book available NOW in paperback or e-book at 9)... 229\\est>rooks.com or Amazon.com 
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Although estimates 


vary widely, potentially 3-5 million employees 
who make up the exempt (those unentitled 
to overtime pay) workforce may receive an 
early Christmas present, with an estimated 
worth of 850 million to |.3 billion dollars 
prior to December |, 2016. That is when the 
final overtime rule issued by the Department 
of Labor (DOL) under the Fair Labor Stan- 
dards Act (FLSA) will take effect. 

The changes, released on May 18, 
2016, expand the potential number of people 
eligible for overtime pay. It also substantially 
increases minimum salary requirements for 
certain exempt workers, including executive, 
administrative, and professional employees 
covered by the white collar exemption, by 


more than doubling the minimum salary level. 


The DOL did not make any changes to the 
duties test for these employees. 

Proponents of the change say the 
salary threshold hasn’t seen meaningful 
change for more than 40 years, effectively 
eroding the pay of the middle class. In 1975, 
more than 60% of salaried workers were 
eligible for overtime. Today, less than 8% of 
full-time salaried workers are covered by 
those regulations, according to the White 
House Domestic Policy Council. 


Employees 


improperly classified as managers making less 


than $913.00 per week and exempt workers 
who frequently work long hours for low pay 
will be significantly impacted. This includes 
Black and Hispanic Americans who typically 
earn less than their Caucasian counterparts. 
It also includes women working fulltime in 
the United States who typically earn 79 
percent of what men earn. 

The threshold, last updated in 2004 
when the High Compensated Employee 
exemption was introduced, allowed em- 
ployers to pay exempt employees as little 
as $455.00 per week, or $23,660 per year, 
without paying overtime if the employee met 
all the qualifications of one of the exemption 
tests. This rate is below $24,250, the 2016 
federal poverty level for a family of four. For 
eligible employees, the amount will increase 
to $913.00 a week, or $47,476.00 per year, 
to equal the 40th percentile of weekly earn- 
ings of the full-time salaried workers in the 
lowest wage census region, which is cur- 
rently the south. The threshold for highly 
compensated employees will increase from 
$100,000 to $134,004 per year, to equal the 
90th percentile of annualized earnings of 
full-time workers nationally. 

Unfortunately, many employees in 
hard working professions are not covered 
under the FLSA, including doctors, lawyers, 
teachers, those who work in the motion 
picture industry, and government workers 
performing specifically excluded functions. 

If you are a resident of American Samoa, 


exceptions also apply. 


Exceptions aside, exempt employees 
currently paid below the threshold will need 
to be paid at the 


New IMiniMnum 


pay level or they will be entitled to receive | 


[/2 times pay for working over 40 hours per 
week. Employers who wish to avoid paying 
employees overtime can also change the 
exemption and reduce the work hours of 
current exempt workers. 

Do you know if you are an exempt 
or nonexempt employee? Quite often, 
people confuse exempt and nonexempt with 
salary and hourly. Employees entitled to 
overtime pay are nonexempt. Nonexempt 
employees are usually paid hourly at the 
minimum rate of $7.25 per hour and are 
only paid for hours worked. These employees 
must receive premium pay of | |/2 times 
their hourly wage for all hours worked over 
forty within a week, unless they work for 
an excluded class or government. Unlike 
private sector employees, government 
employees may qualify for compensatory 
time in lieu of overtime. 


Exempt employees are 


not entitled to overtime pay. They are ex- 
pected to do their job no matter how long 
it takes. Therefore, most exempt employees 
are paid a salary, which means they receive 
the same pay per week regardless of how 
many (or how few) hours they work. 
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Employees whose classification 
changes from exempt to nonexempt will be 
required to keep a record of time worked 
on a daily basis and to submit timesheets 
based on the company’s policies and proce- 
dures. Additionally, for the first time ever, 
the salary threshold will increase every three 
years in order to keep pace with inflation. 
Consequently, many more employees may be 
affected in future years. 

While this is good news for em- 
ployees, according to the Society of Human 
Resources Management (SHRM) website 
- https://www.shrm.org - “Employers will 
spend $592.7 million to comply with the 
new rule” in 2016. So what’s the good news 
for employers? According to the Department 
of Labor, this will be the first time in history 
that employers will be able to use non-dis- 
cretionary bonuses and incentive payments 
to satisfy up to 10% of the standard salary. 

Many believe the change will greatly 
impact nonprofit organizations and small 
business owners. It is predicted that some 
small companies will see a significant in- 
crease in their payroll costs. Others will 
have to deal with regulatory concerns. If you 
are an employer, you may want to familiarize 
yourself with the Wage and Hour Divisions 
New Overtime Rule webinar at https://www. 
dol/gov/whd/FOH/FOH CC22.pdf. A Fact 
Sheet tool kit is also available to employers. 
TWT 7 


Missionary Leonitta L. Turner is a member of Fresh 
Anointing Ministries. 
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PURPOSED TO INSPIRE AND INFORM COGIC 
READERS AND CHRISTIANS EVERYWHERE 


Since 1895 


As we work diligently to inspire and inform our vast group of loyal 
The Whole Truth readers, sync with us to successfully promote 
your ministry, business, event, product or service! 


EVERY pastor, jurisdictional leader, 
department head and the like is encouraged 
to advertise their events in The Whole Truth! 


You can purchase a full page ad in one quarterly 
edition of The Whole Truth for $250. 


The WHOLE TRUTH DEAL is you purchase an ad for 


three quarters, we will give you the fourth quarter for free. That’s a full year 
of advertisements for the price of three quarters. What a Great Deal! 


| Purchase 3 Ads 


Contact David George Newsome at 


twtads@cogic.org 
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